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Master of watercolor paints Bolton scene 

Thompson wants all of Hinds County placed in 2nd District 

Tanks a Lot, painted in Bolton by Wyatt Waters, August, 2021

By Susalyn Bennett

Adjacent to a large cornfield 
in Bolton, Mississippi, a rig 
toils quietly, pulling oil from the 
earth.  It is one of a few rigs still 
in operation in Bolton. At one 
time, there were more than a 
dozen rigs in town.  On a recent 
August day, Clinton artist Wy-
att Waters braved the summer 
heat and a few fire ants to paint 
the scene.  The painting he calls 
Tanks a Lot is just one of more 
than 7,000 that he has created 
over the years. 

Waters lives with his wife, 
Kristi, in a restored home in 
Clinton’s historic Olde Towne 
District, not far from Lion’s 
Club Park.   

The 66-year-old artist is con-
sidered a master of watercolor. 
His paintings have been featured 
in numerous exhibitions, presti-
gious art magazines, books and 
on television, and the awards he 

by Bobby Harrison, Mississippi Today

U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson, 
D-Bolton, Mississippi’s longest 
serving member of Congress, 
has told state legislators that he 
would prefer that all of Hinds 
County be placed in his district.

State legislators will attempt 
to redraw the state’s four con-
gressional districts early in the 
2022 session to match popula-
tion shifts found by the recently 
completed U.S. Census. Both 
the U.S. Constitution and state 
law mandate that all of a state’s 
congressional districts have 
close to the same population.

Thompson’s 2nd District, 
which includes much of the Mis-
sissippi Delta and a large por-
tion of Hinds, the state’s most 

populous county, is the only one 
of the state’s four congressional 
districts to have lost population 
since 2010.

According to information 
compiled by Chism Strategies, 
a Mississippi-based polling 
and political consulting firm, 
Thompson’s district is 65,829 
short of the ideal district size of 
740,319 people.

Based on Census numbers:
• The 1st District, which in-

cludes much of north Mississip-
pi, including the Memphis sub-
urb of DeSoto County in north-
west Mississippi, and the Tupe-
lo area in northeast Mississippi, 
is 17,913 people more than the 
ideal size.

• The 3rd District, which 
stretches from east Mississippi 

to southwest Mississippi and 
includes much of the Jackson 
metro area, is 10,719 more than 
the ideal size.

• The Gulf Coast-based 4th 
District has been the fastest 
growing district, 37,196 more 
than the ideal size.

Thompson, the state’s sole 
African American member of 
Congress, recently spoke to 
legislators who were holding 
public hearings to garner input 
before beginning their task of 
redrawing the U.S. House and 
state legislative districts. He 
told them he would prefer all of 
Hinds County be placed in his 
district.

“I have part of Hinds County. 
If you look at Hinds County — 
just give me Hinds County, and 

you are pretty close to having 
it,” Thompson said, referring 
to having the “ideal” number of 
residents in his district. “I live 
in Hinds County. I have lived 
all my life in Hinds County… 
I think communities of interest 
are vitally important” to stay to-
gether in redistricting.

According to Census data, 
31,150 Hinds County resi-
dents are in District 3, cur-
rently represented by U.S. 
Rep. Michael Guest of Rankin 
County. If those Hinds Coun-
ty residents were moved 
to Thompson’s district, he 
still would be about 35,000 
residents short of the “ide-
al size.” Legislators still                           

has received include the Missis-
sippi Governor’s Award for Ar-
tistic Excellence. 

From an early age, Waters 

knew that he had a strong desire 
to paint, that watercolor was his 
favorite medium, and that he 
prefers being outdoors in the 

physical presence of what he is 
painting.   

“When I’m sitting on the side 
of the road painting, many peo-
ple are confused by that. They 
can’t understand why I choose 
to do it that way. And I won’t lie. 
It is hard to do it this way. When 
I am out there in the heat, or the 
cold, in the rain… with the dust 
and the ants… all of what I am 
experiencing - the scents and 
sounds and all of it - goes into 
the painting. I don’t know how 
to explain it, but it makes the 
paintings better.” 

“On the good paintings, there’s 
conflict,” continues Waters. “As 
I paint, I am fighting with all 
these elements and trying to find 
the resolution. Conflict makes 
the painting better.” 

When asked how he selects 
what to paint, Waters said, “I 

cont. on page 3

cont. on page 5
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200 Depot Street, Bolton MS

601-502-4404

Hand-selected Certified Angus Beef steaks 
seasoned to perfection and seared to your 

preferred temperature
Other specialties include chargrilled duck, redfish, pork chops, 

chicken, salads, Emily's Famous Pimento Cheese,
and a variety of heavenly desserts.

Thurs. through Sat., 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Dine-in or Take-out
COME SEE US!

104 Madison Street, Bolton MS 39041

601.866.2279

United Way of the Capital Area donates school kits 

Special to Bolton News 

Students at Bolton-Edwards Elementary/Middle School recently received a nice surprise - multi-piece school supply kits. The kits, which were customized for each grade, were donated by United 
Way of the Capital Area, which has its offices in Jackson.  United Way of the Capital Area and WAPT had teamed up for a School Tools School Supply Drive in July. A kit was provided for every 
student in grades pre-K through eighth grade. Pictured are first grade students with their school supply kits.
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Photo by Susalyn Bennett 
Wyatt Waters signing Catch 2022 calendars

Photo by Susalyn Bennett 
Wyatt and Kristi Waters

ride around a lot, looking for something to paint. I always say, it’s 
easier to make a choice on a quarter of a tank. When I’m down to a 
quarter tank, it forces me to make a choice. I have been to Bolton to 
paint many times, and, on that day in August, the rig was what ‘spoke 
to me’ that day.”  

The oil rig in Waters’ painting sits on land owned by Gaddis Farms.  
Mr. Ted H. Kendall, III, CEO of Gaddis Farms, is a fourth-generation 
descendant of J. L. Gaddis, Sr., who came to Bolton in the 1870s. The 
family-owned businesses include Gaddis Farms, “The Store” (Gad-
dis & McLaurin) and Gaddis Gin. 

“I was just eighteen years old when oil was discovered in Bolton,” 
said Kendall. “That was in 1954. It was a pretty big deal for the 
town. Oil was selling for about $3 a barrel back then. The first well 
went up on the Mashburns’ place on the south side of the railroad 
tracks. Several more followed over time.  The oil that has been 
found in the past sixty-plus years - and even until this day - has all 
been located in the original Bolton Oil Field.  Numerous searches 
have been conducted, attempting to find oil in the surrounding ar-
eas, but none was ever found.” 

The Waters are working on a new book that has had them exploring 
various parts of the U.S., with Wyatt painting new works for the book 
as they go.  They anticipate having the content ready to submit to 
their publisher next spring, and the book is expected to be published 

around November, 2022.  
“Our camper is a 16-foot Casita that we pull behind our Ford Expe-

dition,” said Waters. “Next up, is a trip to the mountains to paint fall 
colors.”   

Waters has been busy autographing his new calendar for 2022, ti-
tled Catch 2022 and featuring thirteen images of recent, unpublished 
paintings, printed on textured paper and signed by Waters. An avid 
musician, Waters admitted that he’s currently playing “just enough to 
keep his callouses,” but recording a new CD is not out of the realm 
of possibility.  

“It is an itch you’ve got to scratch, when it hits you.” 
The Wyatt Waters Gallery is located at 307 Jefferson Street in Clin-

ton. For more information about Wyatt Waters, visit www.wyattwa-
ters.com. 

Master of watercolor paints Bolton scene 
cont. from page 1

855-683-0101

FIGHTING FOR YOUR
SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  
1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County, FL.  Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states.

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly 
income depending on 
your paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed from 
back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need help Getting Social Security Disability Benefits?
We can help!

• We simplify the process & strive for
   quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and takes
   only minutes to complete

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve
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BEEMS is bully-free, announces Oct. 5 homecoming 

All photos by Susalyn Bennett

Dr. Patsy Nash, who teaches fourth grade, was 2020 Teacher of 
the Year. 

Fourth-grade students, pictured with some of the school supplies provided by the Tau 
Upsilon chapter of Zeta Phi Beta

Ms. Elicia Davis is helping her students prepare to pass the 
Third Grade Gate test.

by Lashurn Williams 

Earlier this month, students partic-
ipated in role playing and other ac-
tivities that drove home why bullying 
is hurtful and unacceptable. BEEMS 
Rangers pledge to respect others and 
their property, and to exercise cour-
tesy. We are proud to be bully-free. 
Mark your calendar: BEEMS Home-
coming is on Tuesday, October 5. 

The sorority sisters of the Tau Upsi-
lon chapter of Zeta Phi Beta, Inc. Sorority began sup-
porting our school a year ago this month. They have 
been a wonderful school partner, providing items for 
our classrooms, school supplies for students and par-
ticipating in Read Across America. Last month, they 
delivered over 1,200 items for students, including 
ruled paper, construction paper, glue, scissors and 
much more. These items are available to students 
as they need to replenish their supplies. Cassandra 
Bishop, who teaches sixth grade social studies and 
science at BEEMS, is a member. Thank you, ladies, 
for all you do!”  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Lashurn Williams is the princi-
pal of Bolton-Edwards Elementary/Middle School.
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Thompson wants all of Hinds County placed in 2nd District 
would have to look to other areas of the state to add more peo-
ple to Thompson’s district.

Whether legislators would opt to move north into DeSoto 
and Tate counties to acquire 
those residents, southwest 
into the Natchez area or east 
will be watched closely.

Sen. Hob Bryan, D-Amo-
ry, a member of the Joint 
Legislative Redistricting 
Committee, said it is not 
clear what path legislators 
will opt to take to pick up 
those residents for District 
2, but that the intent will 
be to ensure the district re-
mains predominately Afri-
can American.

Mississippi has a Black 
population of about 37%, 
so it would be difficult for 
state leaders to justify to the 
federal courts not having an 

African American majority district.
But when legislators take people from one district, it will cre-

ate a domino effect that most likely will impact all of the con-
gressional districts at least slightly because the goal is to be as 
close to the “ideal size” as “practicable,” according to the law.

cont. from page 1

Special to The Bolton News 
U.S. Rep. Bennie G. Thompson

Department of the Interior, National Atlas of the United States 
Mississippi’s congressional districts since 2013 

Memorial United
Methodist Church

Small town church looking to fill 
upcoming vacancy for Choir 

Director Position

· Candidate should possess good leadership qualities 
and people skills.

· Be available for Choir Practice on Wednesday 
evening and Worship on Sunday morning as well as 
periodic special services around holidays 
throughout the year.

· Responsibilities include leading Choir Rehearsals 
once a week, planning and leading regular worship 
service, and special services with the pastor.

· Minimum one year experience teaching music, 
leading worship, or directing Choir/musical group is 
required.

· Familiarity with the United Methodist Church and 
liturgy is preferable.

· Part Time Salaried Position

Resume and references should be sent to 
umcmemorial@gmail.com if interested.
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By Susalyn Bennett 

A number of issues were addressed during the regularly scheduled meet-
ing of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen held on September 7. In atten-
dance were Mayor Lawrence Butler, Alderman-at-Large William Woods, 
Alderman Douglas Beard, Alderwoman Helen Harris, Clerk Sheila Wil-
liams and municipal attorney James Anderson.

Two candidates seeking the elected office of Sheriff of Hinds County 
made presentations regarding why they believe they are best-suited to serve 
as the next Sheriff of Hinds County.

A citizen who wishes to open a new retail business on Madison Street 
asked the Board to approve the location she has selected to build a drive-
through lane and a structure to house the business. After a period of dis-
cussion, questions and answers, the Board asked her to call the office and 
schedule a time to meet with them at the proposed location. She said she 
will call soon to schedule.

Asst. Chief Reginald Thompson made a presentation on behalf of Bolton 
Police Department regarding prices and vehicle specifications he obtained 
from a dealership for a new officer patrol car that has been requested by the 
Department.  

Mayor Butler stated that while he understands that the police need a new 
car, there’s another issue that must be addressed, involving fencing, sewage 
and the Industrial Park.

Ward 1 Alderman Beard stated that he wishes to review copies of can-
celled checks, 1099’s and W-2s.  

The Board approved allowing Senator John Horhn to speak at the next 
meeting. They also approved allowing candidates for Sheriff who wish to 
address the Board be allowed to speak for up to ten minutes.

Ward 2 Alderwoman Harris requested the current status of the reconcilia-
tions being performed by BBI. The clerk stated that six months’ worth had 
been completed, to date.  

Alderman-at-Large Woods made motions that the minutes, bills and min-
utes from a special board meeting be approved. The motions were second-
ed and passed by a unanimous vote.

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen meet on the first and third Tuesday 
of each month at 6 p.m. at the town hall, 202 Bolton Raymond Road. The 
public is invited to attend.  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

601-460-0256

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er – Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive 
dental insurance. Get help paying for the dental care you 
need. Don’t wait.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance 
guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This 
specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance 

CALL TODAY
1-866-835-3416

Dental50Plus.com/92

Get your

FREE
Information Kit

September 7th Board of 
Aldermen meeting recap
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PUBLIC NOTICE - SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY
The following described property owned by the town of Bolton MS is hereby o�ered 

for public sale by the sealed bids process:

2008 Ford Crown Victoria, color blue, to be sold AS IS
2010 Ford Crown Victoria, color white, to be sold AS IS

Any person interested in o�ering a bid for the purchase for one or both of these 
vehicles must turn in their bid (in a sealed envelope) to Bolton City Hall* during 

normal business hours and no later than 5 p.m. on October 4, 2021. Bid must include 
bidder's contact information. *202 Bolton Raymond Road, 601-866-2221.


