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School Board accepts $4,693,000 bid for CHS athletic improvements

Red Brick Roads celebrates fifth year with weekend of fun
By Sherry Lucas

Clinton’s Red Brick Roads Mu-
sic and Arts Festival returns tunes, 
talents, brews and arty crews to 
Olde Towne August 27-28, with a 
return too, of some of the music 
that got it off to such a great start.

After a pandemic year that put 
all festivals on hold, it’s a wel-
come back in a big way.

“2020 would have been our 
fifth festival. And now, 2021 is 
our fifth, and it’s a celebration 
of the last five years,” says Anna 
Boyd Hawks, director of the Olde 
Towne Depot.

“Not having been able to do the 
2020 festival, this is kind of like 
‘Back to Business as usual,’” with 
a return, too, of some past favor-
ites.

Perhaps some people were new 
to Elliot Root, the Nashville alt 
rockers and the headliner on Fri-
day night, August 27, but loved 
hearing them at the 2018 fest. 
Now that folks know the band’s 
music, even better.

By Taylor McKay Hathorn

The Clinton Public School Dis-
trict’s Board of Trustees made quick 
work of a relatively brief agenda, 
beginning the meeting with an up-
date from Mark Pipper with Bailey 
Project Management. Pipper told the 
Board that the extensive renovations 
at Lovett Elementary School were 
nearly complete, as the majority of 
the remaining punchlist items for 
the Northside Drive edifice had been 
finished, with the school’s safety 
features also passing inspection. Ac-
cording to Pipper, the project is ex-
pected to be closed out next month, 
with around $10,000 remaining in 
the contingency fund. Pipper also in-
formed the Board that one of the two 
outstanding electrical issues at Clin-
ton Junior High School (CJHS) had 
been resolved and that he expected 
the other to be finished soon, which 

would remove CJHS from the list of 
ongoing projects in the district.

Ryan Hanson with WBA Architects 
also addressed the Board, stating that 
his firm had evaluated the two bids 
received for phase one of Clinton 
High School’s athletic improvement 
project, which involves the turfing of 
the baseball and softball fields and 
the demolition and reconstruction of 
the currently-unusable tennis courts. 
The lowest of the pair of bids came 
from Hemphill Construction Compa-
ny in Florence, Mississippi, who had 
entered a bid of $4,693,000 to take 
on the trio of needed improvements. 

“We found no errors or omissions, 
and the contractor is in good stand-
ing,” Hanson noted. The Board voted 
unanimously to accept the bid, though 
Board President Derek Holmes re-
marked that he wanted to work with 
the contractor to ensure that the cost 
of construction remained stable, say-

ing, “We always want to be conscious 
of spending taxpayer dollars.”

Superintendent Dr. Andy Schog-
gin gave his monthly update to the 
Board, remarking that the district 
was fully-staffed in advance of the 
first day of school on August 11, 
though the district was still actively 
seeking bus drivers.

Schoggin then brought up two 
new policies for discussion. The 
first granted the Board authority to 
declare a delayed start of school, 
should inclement weather or other 
unforeseen circumstances require 
it, though he noted that the policy 
would not affect the late-start proce-
dure itself. The other policy change 
was handed down by the Mississippi 
School Boards Association, allowing 
provisions for virtual learning days 
should COVID-19 cause them to be-
come necessary, thus ensuring that 

“Most of our acts for 2021 
are bands that we’ve had in the 
past,” Hawks says, such as the 
high-energy bluegrass/South-
ern rock/folk punk outfit Strung 
Like a Horse and the indie pop/
rock Sweet Crude, who are part 

of the lineup on Saturday, August 
28. Sweet Crude headlined Red 
Brick Roads’ first year. “Not a lot 
of people knew the band, but they 
were fantastic,” Hawks says. “I 
think people will be really excit-
ed to hear that again, and I think 

that’ll be true for several of these 
groups.

The Saturday lineup also fea-
tures powerhouse soul band J & 
The Causeways and headliner 
The New Respects, whose sib-
ling and cousin base has forged a 
way forward through throwback 
rock’n’roll sprinkled with blues 
and soul.

The two-day festival starts with 
the relaxed and intimate air of 
Friday evening, where gates open 
at 6 p.m. and a songwriter round 
robin starts at 7 p.m. It’s a chance 
to hear the personal stories behind 
the songs, and really get to know 
the performers and some of their 
influences. Elliot Root takes the 
stage at 8:30 p.m.

On Saturday, there’s broad ap-
peal under the festival’s music 
and arts banner, with a focus on 
Mississippi creatives. Gates open 
at noon on the Olde Towne site for 
the Red Brick Roads Craft Market 
and the Red Brick Roads Talent 

Special to The Clinton Courier 

Red Brick Roads Music and Arts Festival will be held August 27-28 in Olde Towne Clinton.
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Clinton’s 
Hometown 
Orthodontist
Now is the perfect time to start 
orthodontic treatment.  Call to schedule 
a complimentary consultation with 
one of our specialists about braces or 
Invisalign®.  The best part... you’ll never 
have to leave Clinton!

BEAUTIFUL SMILES FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

749 CLINTON PARK WAY NEXT TO LENNY’S
601-926-1772 · BVOrtho.com
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www.AlfaInsurance.com

Auto  Home   Life

Jonathan Ford 
543B Highway 80W
Clinton, MS 39056

(601) 924-4567
jford2@alfains.com

AO16

Call Alfa®. The best agents in the business.

Value You 
Can Trust
At Alfa Insurance®, value 
means more than just great 
prices. It’s fast claims service 
and personal attention from 
our helpful, hometown team. 
With Alfa®, you can count on 
us to be there when you need 
us most. Call Alfa®, and let us 
help you save on car, home 
and life insurance. 

Arrows hoping to make another championship run this season
By Danny C. Davis

A year ago, the Clinton Arrows cele-
brated 100 years of playing football with 
a most unusual playoff run.  Clinton had 
not made the playoffs since the Cam Ak-
ers Class 6A Championship season in 
2016. But, in the end, the Arrows in the 
COVID-19 2020 season ended the season 
just one play short of playing again in the 
Class 6A championship game.  After start-
ing the season 1-2, the Arrows reeled off 
seven straight wins, claiming the Region 
2-6A championship, advancing all the 
way to the North Class 6A championship 
game before falling to Oxford 31-27.

Going into this season, the Arrows, 
ranked as high as #6 statewide in some 
preseason polls, are hoping they can get 
back in a championship run again.

Arrows head coach Judd Boswell, 
starting his tenth year at CHS, feels good 
about his 2021 squad. 

“We have back-to-back-to-back class-
es that won championships in the ninth 
grade,” said Boswell.  “We’re going to 
approach this season just like last year, 
just with some different players in the po-
sitions.”

“This is the biggest team size-wise that 

I have ever coached in my twenty years 
of coaching. Our offensive and defensive 
line has some very big guys that will start 
this season.”

One thing for sure is that the landscape 
will definitely change this year for the 
Arrows, after recent reclassification by 

MHSSA.  For the first time since 1984, 
Clinton will not play old-time rival War-
ren   Central, as the Vikings were moved 
to Region 3-6A in the south.  CHS had 
played the Vikings every year since 
WCHS opened in 1965, except for 1984. 
But Region 2-6A is much tougher this 

year, with the addition of 2019 Class 6A 
state champion Oxford, traditional north 
Mississippi powerhouse Tupelo and the 
addition of Grenada.  Perennial state 
champion Starkville is still in the district, 
along with arch rival Madison Central, 
Germantown, who has two Dandy Dozen 
selections as the top players in the state, 
and Jackson Murrah.

CHS opens the season on the road at 
Ocean Springs, who is predicted to win 
Region 4-6A, on Thursday August 26, 
followed by Brandon at home and North-
west Rankin on the road. Clinton opens 
Region 2-6A play at home against Ger-
mantown on September 24.

“Our schedule, like past years is the 
toughest in the state,” said Boswell. “But 
we like playing a tough schedule early on 
to prepare us for region play.”

“Our success this season all comes 
down to if our team can play together, and 
it all falls to our team chemistry -- and if 
we can play well on the road in some very 
hostile environments. We were fortunate 
last year to avoid COVID problems and 
play every game that was scheduled. If we 
can stay safe and avoid injuries, we will 
have a chance to have a very good team, 
like we did last year,” said Boswell.

Special to The Clinton Courier 

The 2021 Arrows football team is hoping to follow in the footsteps of the 2020 team with a 
championship run.
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DRAWINGS FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS • 6P – 10P 
June 4 – September 4, 2021

Claim a FREE entry daily at a mychoice kiosk • Earn an entry for every 25 tier points.

OVER 40 WINNERS EACH WEEKEND! 
50X ENTRIES EVERY TUESDAY – THURSDAY!

$100,000 CASH WINNER 
GUARANTEED ON SEPTEMBER 4TH!

G I V E A W A Y
COLD CASH$300,000

4116 Washington Street, Vicksburg, MS 39180  •  601-638-1000  •  AmeristarVicksburg.com
Valid only on time/date specified at Ameristar Casino & Hotel, Vicksburg. Must be 21 and a mychoice member to participate. Entries are non-transferable. Terms subject to change. No purchase necessary. Unless otherwise specified prizes paid in Free SlotPlay. 

Entries must be claimed in the manner described for this promotion. See mychoice Center for complete rules, restrictions or to change your PIN number. Offer not valid for self-exclusion program enrollees in jurisdictions which Penn National Gaming, Inc operates 
or who have been otherwise excluded from the participating property. Gambling problem? Call 1-888-777-9696. ©2021 Penn National Gaming, Inc. All rights reserved.

www.ClintonFamilyCare.com
Dr. David Wheat | 309A Morrison Drive | Clinton | 601-924-1877

Clinton Family Care
· All age groups welcome
· Physicals: Wellness, Sports, Flight, DOT
· Flu, Pneumonia, Tetanus shots
· Vision and Hearing screenings
· Mole/Skin tag removal
· Lab, X-ray, EKG's
· Sick/injury visits
· Allergy Shots
· Drug Screens
· And more! 

Family time is 
important for children
By Guest Columnist Paige Atkinson 

The thought of family time may cause anxiety, guilt, 
or remorse for some, while, for others, it may bring 
back memorable moments and loads of laughter. As 
parents, we all feel the responsibility to disciple our 
children. With all of our other daily responsibilities 
of life, sometimes we are just doing good as parents 
to make sure our children are fed, schooled and have 
shoes on both feet.  However, it is so important to 
have a consistent routine of creating intentional family 
time moments to help your family deepen their rela-
tionships and to have those all-important faith discus-
sions. While the thought of adding a “boring-painstaking-family-bible-read-
ing-scream-filled-event” to an already hectic schedule is probably the last thing 
you want to hear, it is good to know that it really does not have to be that hard. 

First, we must ask the question “why is family time important?” 
Family time creates a safe environment where children can feel ac-
cepted and valued for who they are. It also communicates availabil-
ity and fosters a sense a security by establishing a solid home base. 
Quality family time, in addition, is essential to the process of family 
bonding and is the stuff of which relationships are made. 

None of this happens automatically, of course. It is entirely pos-
sible for a family to spend lots of time together and come away the 
worse for it. This is especially true if the interactions are marred by 
constant strife, anxiety or stress. The key to success, Focus on the 
Family points out, is intentionality, which means making up your 
mind to be present in the moment and to make the most of every 

cont. on page 6
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Arrows offense looks to be productive again
By Danny C.  Davis 

The Clinton Arrows offense averaged 
almost 30 points a game a year ago and 
scored 35 points on Starkville and 27 on 
Oxford, two of the best defenses in Class 
6A a year ago. Arrow offensive coordi-
nator Lee Martin feels Clinton can again 
score a lot of points every game this year.

“We have a very talented group on 
offense this year,” said Martin, who is 
starting his fifth year on the Arrows staff. 
“I’ve coached the seniors since the eighth 
grade, and they are a special group.”

The big question in the off-season is 
who will replace quarterback Caleb Mill-
er who led the team last year to the Class 
6A semifinals.

The answer is junior Jordyn Battee, 
who was the Arrow’s top receiver last 
year and now has made the move back 
to quarterback.

“Jordyn played quarterback in the 
eighth and ninth grade and made the 
switch last year to wide receiver,” said 
Martin.  “He has worked so hard in the 
spring and summer and has improved 
so much throwing the ball and is also a 
great leader.”

“I feel very confident back at quarter-
back,” said Battee. “We are running the 
same schemes as last year, and we have 
a big offensive line and a good group of 
receivers coming back. We were so close 
last year. We want to be in the chase 
again this year for a championship ring.”

The strength of the offense is thought 
to be the offensive line, where four out 
of five starters return.  And, yes, they are 
big and experienced. Anchoring the line 
will be offensive center Deshawn Leon-
ard, a six-foot, 300-pound senior and 
third-year starter.  Seniors Rudy Polk, 
6’1”, 250 pounds, and Taylor Dennis, 6’, 
245 pounds, start at the guard positions. 
At tackle, juniors Cam Williams, 6’1”, 
250 pounds, will start, along with Grif-
fin Berch, 6’3”, 280 pounds.  Also in the 
offensive line mix will be sophomores 
Cayden Wilson and Evan Camper. 

“Our offensive line has four out of 
five starters back, and we all work real 
well together,” said Pope, who started as 
a sophomore midway through the 2019 
season and all season last year. “We want 
our strength to be being able to run the 
football.  And Coach [Tyler] Peterson 
has been a real asset to our line in the off 
season as our offensive line coach. He 
has taught us so much about blocking 
techniques, and that is going to really pay 
off for us this year.”

In the backfield will be two juniors 
who will split the carries and look to 
gain a lot of yards.    Juan Taylor started 
against Oxford in the North title game 
last year and played well.  Also carrying 
the rock will be JaKobe Calvin, who had 
a couple of touchdowns as a freshman 
but was plagued by injuries in 2020. 
Backing up Taylor and Calvin will be 
sophomore Brady Torrence and junior 

Bre’sean Johnson.
“We feel very good with both Juan and 

Jakobe in the backfield,” said Martin.
With Battee, the leading receiver in 

2020, moving to quarterback, the only 
receiver returning is dependable junior 
Tyler Hudson, but Martin is optimistic 
about new guys at the position.

“We lost a lot of experience, but have 
some young guys we feel confident that 
can make the catches.”

De Andrae Kelly not only start at cor-
nerback on defense but also will line up 
at receiver. Senior Michael Tripp will 
move from running back to receiver. 
Seniors Kam Johnson and Larry Funch-
es will be in the receiver mix, as will 

sophomore Veshone Malone. 
Senior Luke Hopkins will handle 

place kicking and punting for the Ar-
rows.

According to Martin, the keys to an-
other good offensive production this 
season is to stop turnovers and produce 
long drives.

“We got better every week last year, 
and that is what we need to do again 
this year,” said Martin. “We were able 
to limit turnovers last year, and we need 
to do that every game this year. We want 
to go out there and run the ball and have 
some fifteen-play drives. If we can do 
those things this year, then we have a 
chance to be real good once again.”

EK Dacus 

The 2021 Arrows offensive line has four of their five starters back from the 2020 season, which is pictured. 
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CALL DAVID STEVENS

Office: 601.924.7552
Mobile: 601.951.9100

CLINTON
Oakhurst Subdivision

105 Oak Meadow 
Shelly Janous
601.988.7070

CLINTON
Kentwood Subdivision

405 Crestview Dr
David Stevens II 

601.540.1219

JACKSON

765 Parks Road Place
Debbie Thomas

601.941.7361

CLINTON
Trailwood

114 Red Oak Rd
Debbie Thomas

601.941.7361

CLINTON
The Heights

101 Heights Drive
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc. 

601.924.7552

EDWARDS

402 Jackson Street
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc.

601.924.7552

CLINTON
Olde Vineyard

0 Moselle Dr.
Pam Moore

601.209.2691

PEARL
COMMERCIAL

0 Country Place Parkway
Jared Fleming
601.906.8609

CLINTON
COMMERCIAL

1537 Biedenharn Cove
Jackie Dalton
601.594.5344

CLINTON
LAND

2211 Old Vicksburg Rd.
Jackie Dalton
601.594.5344

CLINTON
COMMERCIAL

0 Woodchase Drive
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc.   

601.924.7552

TERRY
Grande Oaks

0 Springridge Rd
Tonya Foster
601.906.5286

AGENT OF THE MONTH:
DEBBIE THOMAS

CENTURY 21 David Stevens, Inc - 601.924.7552
century21davidstevens.com

CLINTON’S REAL ESTATE EXPERTS FOR OVER 40 YEARS

701 HIGHWAY 80 WEST - CLINTON, MISSISSIPPI 39056

SOLD

CLINTON

201 Grand Oak Blvd.
Jackie Dalton
601.594.5344

CLINTON

110 Country Cove Cr.
Shelly Janous
601.988.7070

JACKSON

110 Leggett Dr.
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc.

601.924.7552

PEARL

581 Oak Ridge Way
David Stevens II

601.540.1219

CLINTON

132 Thornwood Dr.
Jackie Dalton
601.594.5344

PENDING

PENDING

NEW LISTING PENDING

SOLD

CLINTON
COMMERCIAL

600 East Northside Drive
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc.   

601.924.7552

circumstance.
Secondly, we must answer the question “how do we do family time?” To 

make family time a priority, it may mean changing up your schedule. That’s 
okay! Do not worry about what others might think as you etch out space and 
create boundaries for your family. Meanwhile, as Focus on the Family also 
points out, “do not forget to take full advantage of those simple everyday in-
teractions such as drive time, mealtime, bath time and bedtime, as they can all 
become opportunities for shared discoveries and precious, unforeseen, unique 
conversations between parent and child. It is a matter of learning to savor life's 
ordinary moments.” 

Most children find just as much joy, if not more, in the little things of life as 
they do in the big.  Focus on the Family shares that activities such as “eating 
a special breakfast of chocolate-chip pancakes, picking out the perfect back-

pack for the first day of school, singing silly songs in the car, going shopping 
together, or just staying up late chatting could turn out to be some of the most 
memorable highlights of your children’s childhood years.”

The more family time we create, the more opportunities we have to make a 
difference in the lives of our family and children.  

Need a book recommendation? 52 Creative Family Time Experiences by 
Tim Smith.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Paige Atkinson is the elementary director at Morrison 
Heights Baptist Church. She has been in children's ministry for over twen-
ty-five years and is pursuing a Master of Arts in discipleship and family 
ministry. Information adapted from Focus on the Family and Homepointe’s 
Faith Path. 

Family time is important for children
cont. from page 4
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*No obligation to enroll

Clinton YMCA now offering 
daily pre-K program

Special to The Clinton Courier  

The Clinton Family YMCA is now offering an Early Child-
hood Development Program for children from ages three 
through pre-kindergarten. Enrollment is open now.

The program’s curriculum is aligned with the state’s early 
learning content standards for math, science, literacy, social 
studies, music and art. A holistic approach to learning will en-
gage children in activities designed to develop spirit, mind and 
body. The program will focus on building “Children of Char-
acter” through teaching one of the twelve Christian principles 
each month.

All classrooms are led by qualified teachers. Parents can en-
roll their preschoolers in extracurriculars like swimming, t-ball 
and soccer, which are offered onsite during the school day. 
Additionally, all children are given the opportunity for gross 
motor development and hands-on learning outside of the class-
room in the facility’s soccer area, playground and sports fields.

Breakfast, hot lunch and afternoon snacks are served daily.  
Meals and snacks are designed to meet federal nutritional and 
State Health Department guidelines.

The one-time registration fee is $40. The YMCA members’ 
rate is $95 per week. The community rate for non-members is 
$115 per week. The program runs from 7 a.m. to 2 pm. during 
weekdays. 

For more information, visit www.metroymcams.org or call 
601-926-9243.
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Youth Services assistant 
welcomed to library staff
By Guest Columnist Gloria Wright  

The Friends of the Clin-
ton-Quisenberry Library ex-
tend a warm welcome from 
Clinton and the library family 
to James Kenan Pittman, our 
new Youth Services assistant.  
James and his wife, Kristen, 
a special education teacher at 
Clinton Junior High School, 
and their daughter, Allison, 
who is five years old, moved 
to Clinton five years ago.   

James is a Meridian native 
who grew up in Birmingham, 
Alabama. He attended school 
at Homewood, Alabama, 
where he was involved in arts 
and theater.  After high school, 
he enrolled at Jefferson State 
Community College and the 
University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham, where he obtained 
a bachelor of arts degree. Lat-
er, he attended the University 
of West Alabama, obtaining a 
master’s degree in psychology. 

Special to The Clinton Courier 

Welcoming the Clinton-Quisenberry Library’s 
new youth services assistant James (Jami) 
Pittman (right) are Coleen Camp (far left), Friends 
of the Library president, and Susan Delmas 
(center), Clinton librarian. They are shown with 
new children’s department books, purchased 
with funds from the Friends book sales, held 
the first weekend of each month. Pittman was 
introduced to members of the Friends board at 
its July meeting.

cont. on page 13
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Dr. Bobby C Pankey, OD          Dr. Katie Stuckey, OD          Dr. Paul Hogue, OD
Optometrists

115 Cynthia Street in Clinton ·   phone 601-924-4444 ·  fax 601-924-4100

Competition.
This market in Olde Towne en-

joys an arty vibe, with vendors 
who’ll have their home decor, 
jewelry, clothing, accessories, 
ceramics, soaps, stickers, stained 
glass and more out for browsing 
and buying. Close to twenty ven-
dors are expected by festival time.

Among them will be Emily 
Katherine Dacus, with her Em-
KatArt’s line of handmade jewel-
ry. 

“Having the pieces handwoven 
and hand-wrapped makes it a little 
more unique,” says Dacus, who 
likes to incorporate natural gem-
stones into her work and strives 
for pieces that are both high qual-
ity and accessible.

She finds the Red Brick Roads 
Craft Market a bit more relaxed 
than other seasonal markets in 
Olde Towne. 

“People aren’t coming to 
shop, they’re coming to have a 
good time,” Dacus says, so fun, 
eye-catching works that suit the 
moment are best. “I’ll probably 
make jewelry that embodies the 
spirit of Mississippi, and of Red 
Brick Roads.” Football is just 
around the corner, too, so expect 
high school and college colors to 
make an appearance, as well.

“I think people are excited to get 
out and about,” says Mandy Sis-
son, community relations direc-
tor at The Mustard Seed, which 
will be on hand with its popular 
one-of-a-kind ceramics and re-
produced items that have become 
a fun new addition in recent years.  
With line drawings and artwork 
reproduced on cups, coasters, sta-
tionary, notepads, towels, T-shirts 
and more, “We’re able to take our 
Seedsters’ best work and dupli-
cate that,” she says, “and put it in 
lots of people’s hands.” The Mus-
tard Seed is a Christian communi-
ty for adults with developmental 
disabilities, and artwork produced 
in its programs provides a portion 
of its support. 

Additional craft vendors include 
Allison Kinard’s 89desertco, 
Chelsea Adams’ The Levy Girls, 
Claire Crider’s Earthologie and 
Skyler Jones’ Southern Rosemary 
Suds.

Accompanying the market’s ar-
tistic vibe, enjoy a musical one, 
too, as the Red Brick Roads Tal-
ent Competition provides a stage 
to celebrate the local amateur end 
of the musical spectrum. The mu-
sically inclined are encouraged to 
sign up, and not only share their 
gifts with the community in a fun 
and supportive atmosphere, but 
also help grow a fairly new com-
ponent of the Red Brick Roads 
weekend. Find entry information 
at redbrickroads.com.

Attendees will find many local 
and regional craft beers on tap at 
the festival, and Red Brick Brew, 
the festival’s home brew compe-
tition, just expands that palate 
with even more flavors. Dozens 
of competitors have entered this 
year’s context — thirty as of the 
first of the month — and their 
submissions will be judged in sev-
en categories (IPA and Specialty 
among them). Festival-goers will 
get a taste and a vote, too, with 
samples available in the festival 
beer garden to those 21 and old-
er, to determine a People’s Choice 
winner at the festival.

Good food will be on hand, too, 
from Mississippi vendors with 
a strong streak in the culinary 
realm.

The musical acts kick into gear 
Saturday afternoon, on the fol-
lowing schedule: 4 p.m. Strung 
Like a Horse; 5:30 p.m. J & the 
Causeways; 7 p.m. Sweet Crude; 
and 8:30 p.m. The New Respects.

Tickets are on sale now for Red 
Brick Roads, at redbrickroads.
com: $10 Friday only; $15 Satur-
day only; $20 weekend pass; $125 
VIP pass. Coolers and pets are not 
allowed on the festival grounds. 
Children under ten will be admit-
ted for free.

Red Brick Roads celebrates 
fifth year with weekend of fun

cont. from front page
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101 west main street, clinton, ms

cupsespressocafe.com

Back to school

merch

  601-708-4135  713 Clinton Parkway, Clinton
Delivery is also available through

WaitrApp.com and DoorDash

Use Slice app to order online for pick-up and take-out!

Pizza | Pasta | Salads | Hoagies | Wings
Stromboli | Wedgies | Breads | Sweet Treats

$10 X-Large Cheese PIzza
$15 Any Two 9” Wedgie Sandwiches

$20 Two large 1-topping Pizzas
$20 Large 1-Topping Pizza & Any 13” Hoagie

$25 Big Daddy (21-cut) 1-Topping Pizza, Breadsticks, & 2 Liter

Coupon specials not available on these apps.

FULLY CUSTOMIZABLE ENTREES AND PIZZAS
ORDER ONLINE THROUGH OUR APP!

NOW HIRING
Apply online at:

foxspizza.com/job-opportunities

Scan the QR code
to view our menu

or search for 
“Fox’s Pizza Clinton”

on Facebook

SUMMER-TIME MEAL DEALS
Flavor that fits any budget

Clinton's Crossword Puzzle
All questions relate to Clinton, test your Clinton knowledge.  
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Jonathan Ford at Alfa Insurance
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in the next issue
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802 North Frontage Rd • 601-924-9912 • www.pbcclinton.org

Worship Celebration @10:15
Online at 10:15 @PBCClinton on Facebook

Come experience the joy of knowing Jesus Christ as we focus on 
building meaningful relationships with GOD and others through 

worship, felowship, ministry service, and daily Christian living.

Flag football leagues 
open for registration
Special to The Clinton Courier  

Flag football season is about to begin for community children 
who would like to participate in the Clinton Parks and Recreation 
Department’s football leagues. Ages five through twelve can par-
ticipate in the NFL Flag league. Flag football season will run from 
September 13 through the end of October.

The Youth Flag league is an official NFL Flag-sponsored league. 
Age is determined as of August 1, 2021, and divisions will be five- 
and six-year-olds, seven- to nine-year-olds, and ten- to twelve-
year-olds. The cost per player is $55 for ages five through nine, 
and $65 for the ten to twelve age group. Registration includes an 
NFL flag jersey.

All registrants must provide a birth certificate for proof of age.
Registration deadline is August 20.
Parents and fans will be expected to maintain a spirit of positive 

sportsmanship to players, coaches, fans and referees. 
All registration can be completed online at www.clintonpark-

sandrec.com by following the links to Youth Sports. For more in-
formation or to volunteer as a coach, call Courtney Nunn at 601-
924-6082.
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CCA Warriors football looks to rebound this season
By Danny C. Davis 

The Clinton Christian Academy Warriors are hoping to rebound in 2021 after a 
tough season in the strange COVID-19 year of 2020.

CCA opens the season on the road at Hillcrest on August 13 and plays at Central 
Holmes on August 20 before returning to Northside Drive for the home opener August 
27 against Amite School Center.

New head coach Zach Rogel, hired in January, is very optimistic about the Warriors’ 
upcoming season.

Rogel, 34, a native of Natchez, played and coached at Trinity Episcopal in Natchez 
before playing and coaching at Mississippi College and coaching at some other stops 
along the way.

“We’ve had a very good spring and summer and some very good scrimmages,” said 
Rogel. “We’re excited. Our guys have responded well and accepted the challenges.”

“We have 30 to 32 guys out and some very talented players,” said Rogel.
Leading the team on offense is junior quarterback Ryan Gaines. 
“Ryan is a smart guy and good leader on the field. He has worked very hard this 

summer to get ready. He gives us a dual threat at quarterback.”
The Warriors have a triple threat in the back field, with three good running backs. 

Sophomore Jakevion Jones, a sophomore transfer from Jackson Wingfield, will get a 
lot of carries, as will junior Gunner Neblett and sophomore Carter Wilson.

“We feel very good about our running game with those three in the backfield.  We 
feel our running game is going to be productive this year,” said Rogel.    

At wide receiver this season will be a couple of seniors, Laney Walters and                                
Joe Thomas. Also in the slots at receiver will be senior Jay Whitehead and junior 
John Michael Crosby. At tight end will be Sachem Stamps, a sophomore transfer from 
Clinton High School.  

“We are going to run the spread offense and try to throw the ball a lot this year, but 
we want to be able to establish the run, also.”

On the offensive line at tackle will be senior Dave White, a starter since the 
eighth grade, and Josh Johnston, a 6’ 6”, 300-pound sophomore.

The guards will be sophomore Cooper Ormon and senior Tessai Carson.  The 
offensive center will be a transfer from Florence, sophomore Timmy Thoman. 

“Our front guys on the line have worked very hard, and we feel good about the 
front.”

Defensively, the Warriors will run a 4-3 or 3-4 alignment, whichever works bet-
ter to stop the run.  Sophomore Josh Coakley is expected to be a leader on defense 
on the defensive end position, along with sophomore Jordan Armstrong.

The defensive tackles will be Tessai Carson and junior Brad Hunter. 
At linebacker will be Jones, Gaines, Neblett and White, with freshman Austin 

Pitts expected to be in the mix.
The defensive secondary will be corner backs Jay Whitehead and Joe Thomas. 

Safeties will be John Michael Crosby, Carter Wilson, Laney Walters and Nick 
Watson. 

“We have a lot of guys going both ways, but we feel like our defense is going 
to be in good shape.”

Crosby will be the kicker and punter.
CCA will once again compete in a tough MAIS district along with Tri-County, 

Riverside, Adams Christian, and Vicksburg St. Aloysius, with Tri County and Ad-
ams Christian picked to finish first and second.

Said Rogel, “Our goal is just to go out and compete every week.  Depth is an is-
sue, so we have to stay healthy. We are going to have success this year. We are ex-
pecting our senior class to step up early and get us moving in the right direction.”

Belhaven dance department 
welcomes Oldenburg as professor
Special to The Clinton Courier  

Kellis McSparrin Oldenburg, a Clinton High School graduate, will join Belhaven 
University’s dance department this month as assistant professor of dance.

Oldenburg is a dancer, choreographer and instructor originally from Clinton. She 
got her start in the performing arts as a three-year singer and dancer in Clinton High 
School’s nationally renowned Attaché show choir. She continued her study of dance 
at the University of Southern Mississippi, and, in 2010, she graduated summa cum 
laude with a B.F.A. in dance performance and cho-
reography. Following her undergraduate studies, 
she earned an M.F.A. from New York University’s 
Tisch School of the Arts in 2012.  

Oldenburg is a former instructor of dance at Bel-
haven University, where she taught modern, jazz 
and performance techniques. She also taught grad-
uate pedagogy and served as a faculty choreogra-
pher, rehearsal director and senior thesis advisor.  

She is a remote instructor at the University of 
Southern Mississippi, teaching online dance appre-
ciation. She also teaches at several New Orleans 
area dance studios, specializing in ballet, contem-
porary, jazz, hip hop, and musical theatre tech-
niques.  She is a certified yoga instructor and has 
orchestrated her own freelance choreography and 
teaching business for the past twelve years.  

Most recently, Oldenburg completed her fifth 
season with the Marigny Opera Ballet, where she 
serves as rehearsal director, choreographer and 
dancer. 

Chair and Professor of Belhaven’s Dance Department Krista Bower said, “Kellis is an 
innovative choreographer and dynamic educator who is committed to preparing students 
for diverse careers in the field of dance. Kellis wholeheartedly embraces the mission of 
Belhaven University and the unique opportunity to teach dance in a Christ-centered en-
vironment. Kellis will make a significant impact in our program and will inspire students 
to pursue excellence as dance artists, scholars, and servant-leaders.”

Special to The Clinton Courier 

Kellis McSparrin Oldenburg

Investing in safety
and in Mississippi.

Providing safe, reliable natural gas is our 
job. But supporting communities is our 
responsibility. That’s why we support the 
Hire Mississippi program. We work hard to 
ensure local suppliers and contractors have 
the opportunity to work with us.

If you are a Mississippi supplier or 
contractor interested in doing business with 
us, please register with us at 
atmosenergy.com/HireMississippi.

atmosenergy.com/HireMississippi

Your natural gas company
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CPD SWAT getting new equipment following Board approvals
By Katherine R. Dougan 

The Clinton Police Department (CPD) received a $5,340 grant grant from 
The NRA Foundation to purchase equipment that assists in fighting crime 
in the city, CPD Chief Ford Hayman told the Board of Alderment at their 
August 3 meeting.

For the third year in a row, The NRA Foundation provided grant funds to 
the CPD to purchase equipment for the SWAT team. The award of $5,340 
allows the department to purchase seven Peltor Comtac tactical commu-
nications headsets for SWAT operators to use, Hayman explained. The 
headsets not only greatly improve the communication ability of the user in 
various environments, but also offer quality hearing protection. 

“Last year, we accepted the same grant and were able to purchase five 
tactical headsets. This is a really nice donation and gives us almost full 
capacity of where we need to be,” Hayman said. To be fully supplied 
with headsets, the department needs fifteen. Due to grants from the NRA 
Foundation, now the SWAT team has twelve of the fifteen total headsets 
needed.

In addition to equipment that improves communication for the SWAT 
team members, the Board approved the purchase of a second fixed site for 
911 communications in the city. The site, which will be purchased from 
the Department of Public Safety 911 Wireless Commission for $25,495, 

enhances the City’s emergency communications by allowing the City to 
access wireless communications in order to more quickly locate the 911 
caller.

A donation from Greg Mason of Down Range Tactical in Clinton gives 
CPD SWAT team members a boost for emergency medical services before 
the medical teams arrive to an accident site. 

“Greg has been very, very supportive of the Clinton Police Department,” 
Hayman said. Mason purchased and donated fifteen single-person IFAK 
Medical Kits at $150 each (total of $2,250) that the team can use at the scene. 

“The SWAT operators will affix the kits to the back of their TAC vests,” 
Hayman explained, holding up the kit and demonstrating how easily the 
Velcro attaching the kit to the TAC vests can be pulled to release the emer-
gency first-aid kit. The kits allow a team member to immediately adminis-
ter first air before the emergency or fire department arrives. 

“We’re very appreciative of this support.”
The Board also approved the purchase of a 300-pound ice machine for 

the EOD Bomb Team. The cost, including installation, is $5,500, with Clin-
ton Refrigeration offering the lowest and best bid. This purchase replaces 
an ice machine that hasn’t worked for several years, Hayman explained.

The Board unanimously approved all items proposed for acceptance by 
Chief Hayman, which included the grant, equipment donation and purchas-
es requested by the CPD.

the district could still provide services to students and compensate its teachers. 
The Board voted 5-0 to accept both policies. 

Financial Director Libby Callegan then walked the Board through a number 
of routine financial matters, reminding the Board that July 1 began the fiscal 
year for the Clinton Public School District and that software and other contract 
renewals would dominate the district’s recent expenditures. Callegan also pro-
vided the Board with a preliminary report on the previous year’s budget, though 
she noted that some entries, including some accruals, would not be finalized 
until October 15. 

The district’s financial department had also removed former Superintendent 
of Education Dr. Tim Martin from a number of district bank accounts, replacing 
him with new Superintendent Dr. Andy Schoggin. In addition, the district saw 
the closures of two debt accounts, with the remaining funds in each going to 
remaining debt accounts within the district, which Callegan said was done to 
“keep all accounts current.”

Callegan also informed the Board that the district had selected a new auditor 
for the coming year, as the district is required to use a different auditor every 
fourth year. Cunningham CPA, a local accounting firm, will spearhead the audit 
for CPSD at a rate of $19,000, which Callegan said equated to 200 hours at $95 
per hour, a rate that Callegan noted was “more than reasonable” in the current 
market.

Once the Board concluded the business portion of its meeting, Board Pres-
ident Derek Holmes asked if the audience had questions or comments. One 
parent addressed the Board, asking the members to reconsider its policy re-

quiring masks within the school district, citing “false positives” among the 217 
reported positive COVID-19 cases in the district during the 2020-2021 school 
year, though he did not cite evidence proving that such false positives existed. 
The parent’s remarks came on the heels of Mississippi’s highest-ever single-day 
totals for positive COVID infections, and Schoggin and the Board turned down 
the parent’s suggestion. 

In his address to the parent, Schoggin noted that the district was already be-
ginning the school year in a very different place than they had last year, as there 
were no reported cases of COVID among staff and students that prevented them 
from beginning the school year in August 2020.

“This year, that’s not the case. We’ve got teachers and students who will be 
out on the first day,” Schoggin said candidly, though he did conclude by saying 
that he was encouraged by the vaccination rates among Clinton school district 
staff, with the vaccinated populations (among staff) at each school ranging from 
72% to 93%, well above the state average of 35%.

“We try to learn from the mistakes of others,” Schoggin said, citing the clo-
sures in Lamar County School District, where half of the district’s eighteen 
schools had closed after seven days of face-to-face, maskless instruction that 
resulted in 1,600 students and staff in quarantine. 

Holmes echoed Schoggin’s remarks, saying, “We didn’t make this decision 
lightly. We learn best in front of a teacher in a classroom, not in front of a com-
puter screen at home, and masking will keep kids in the classroom.” 

The next meeting of the Clinton Public School District’s Board of Trustees 
will be held Tuesday, September 14, at 7 p.m.

School Board accepts $4,693,000 bid for CHS athletic improvements
cont. from front page
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·  B r a n d o n  ·  C l i n t o n  ·  F l o w o o d  ·  M a d i s o n  ·  G e r m a n t o w n , T N  ·

C L I N T O N ’ S  N U M B E R  O N E  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y
V I S I T   U S   O N   T H E   B R I C K S

2 0 1  We s t  L e a k e  S t .  s u i t e  B ,  C l i n t o n  6 0 1 - 9 2 5 - 5 5 0 0

·  B a t e s v i l l e  ·  H e r n a n d o  ·  O x f o r d  ·  S e n a t o b i a  ·  S o u t h a v e n  ·

M A S E L L E  &
A S S O C I AT E S

C l i n t o n
0 Bolton Industrial Dr. 

$87,500
Full Circle Team
601-573-4748

We s s o n
1122 Milltowne Dr . 

$412,000
Full Circle Team
601-331-5599

E a g l e  L a k e
431 Sea Island Dr. 

$244,900
Full Circle Team
601-331-5599

B o l t o n
0  N  N o r r e l l  R d .

$1,500,000
Clayton Mcleod
601-906-9540   

C l i n t o n
856 Cherr y Stone Cir.

$ 13 0 , 0 0 0
Willis Finley Sr 
601-573-9728

C l i n t o n
108 Montaigne Way 

$ 3 9 5 , 0 0 0
Lashanda Alexander
601-316-5179

B o l t o n
345 E Madison St.

$299,900
Lisa Hughes
601-624-5449

Te r r y
12025 Springridge Rd.

$888,000
Sonya Edmond
601-421-4811

H a z l e h u r s t
2 0 01  M o n t i c e l l o  S t .

$125,000
Tamra Bates
 601-899-2433

B y r a m
0 S Dogwood Ln. 

$49,900
Janie Carter
601-954-7474

J a c k s o n
0 Lakeshore Rd. 

$63,000
Full Circle Team
601-331-5599

C l i n t o n
0 Broadway

$299,999
Full Circle Team
601-672-2496

C l i n t o n  
0 Lisi Ln.

$26,999
Sonya Edmond
601-421-4811

J a c k s o n
0 Factory St.

$16,999
Sonya Edmond
601-421-4811

C l i n t o n  
0 Angelia Ln .

$16,999
Sonya Edmond
601-421-4811

Raymond
4971 Bil l  Downing Rd 

$185,000
Lisa Whatley
601-613-3586

C l i n t o n
910 Cherr y Stone Cir.

$ 13 0 , 0 0 0
Willis Finley Sr 
601-573-9728

C l i n t o n
922 Cherr y Stone Cir.

$ 13 0 , 0 0 0
Willis Finley Sr 
601-573-9728

Utica
30 67 Old Por t  Gibson Rd .

$55,000
Lisa Whatley
601-613-3586

C l i n t o n
1013 Andover St.

$169,900
Full Circle Team
601-672-2496

Youth Services assistant welcomed to library staff
For five years, he worked in the mental health field, serving at 

East Mississippi State Hospital and the Hinds County Behavioral 
Center for Children and Families. During the COVID pandemic, 
he returned to school and obtained a master’s degree in arts and 
teaching from Belhaven University.  

James says that he had a wonderful childhood, and this inspired 
him to work with children, whom he believes are our future. His 
love of libraries started when he attended arts and theater summer 
camps offered by the Homewood Library.

He is enthusiastic about plans for the children's services at the 
library. These plans include: comic books and anime clubs; comic 
con; Harry Potter Quidditch; puppet shows and story times; Wild 
West and pioneer days; movie and video days; and arts and acting 

camps, as well as holiday events.
James looks forward to working with schools, the Nature Center, 

museums and other entities to provide children with a variety of 
experiences. He asks the community for input, and invites every-
one to share ideas to promote education, knowledge, safety and 
security for our children. 

Schedules of the programs will be posted at the library; in The 
Clinton Courier; on the Jackson-Hinds Library System website; 
and in social media. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Gloria Wright is a current board member and 
past president of the Friends of the Clinton-Quisenberry Library.

cont. from page 8



The Clinton Courier14 August 17, 2021

MC seeks to recapture momentum from 2019

By Mike Christensen 

On November 16, 2019, the Mississippi College football team left the 
field at Robinson-Hale Stadium riding a wave of positive momentum. 
The Choctaws had just beaten archrival Delta State for the first time 
since 1993, a resounding 37-13 victory, and finished their season with a 
5-5 record, their best since returning to NCAA Division II. They went 
5-0 at home.

Then came COVID-19. Routines were broken. Continuity went out 
the window. There was no spring practice in 2020, no fall season for 
D-II schools in 2020 and just one actual game for MC this past spring.

“It’s been a challenge for everyone, not just in sports,” Choctaws 
coach John Bland said via teleconference from the Gulf South Confer-
ence Media Day on August 3.

The opening of 2021 fall camp and the kickoff of the season on Sep-
tember 2 may bring a much-desired return to normalcy for the team. 
Can they get the 2019 mojo back?

“The players are excited, probably more so than ever before,” said 
Bland, entering his seventh season as the MC coach. “We had such a 
great run at home in 2019. We were hoping to take that momentum into 
2020. Hopefully, we’ll keep up that tradition of playing well at home. 
It’ll be great to see fans out there again.”

MC opens at home on September 2, a Thursday night, against Albany 
State. The Gulf South opener is September 25 at home against West 
Alabama. It is, Bland says, “a brutal schedule,” featuring eight games 
against teams from the GSC, generally regarded as the nation’s best 
D-II league. The homecoming game is October 30 vs. West Florida, the 
2019 national champion.

MC was picked to finish sixth in the eight-team league, but Bland is 
more optimistic than that projection.

“Every coach will say his goal is to win every game,” he said. “And 
I think we’re capable of winning every week. In 2019, I felt like we 
could’ve won every game except maybe Valdosta (a 42-17 loss). But 
we were in every other game. Our goal is to do that again, have a chance 
to win – if not win – every game.”

The Choctaws will again run a triple-option offense, unique to a con-
ference in which most of the teams like to air it out. At the controls of 
the attack is sophomore quarterback DeAnte’ Smith-Moore. “He’s com-
ing in with some experience,” Bland said of the 5-foot-9, 180-pound 
Smith-Moore, who played in five games in 2019 and started the 2021 
spring game at Tarleton State.

Backing Smith, and expected to see some time, is Tytus Heard, a 
transfer from Holmes Community College. The QB in the triple-option 
will take some hits, so having a viable backup is important.

The top running backs are Jaylin Jones, a senior who rushed for 393 
yards and six touchdowns in 2019, and transfer Cole Fagan, who led 
Division I Air Force in rushing in 2018 before he was dismissed from 
the program. He ran for 78 yards in the spring game. 

“He’s a really good player, especially for this offense,” Bland said of 
Fagan.

A number of other players also will get their hands on the ball in 
MC’s scheme. 

We’re not just a ground-and-pound offense,” Bland said. “We’re a 
physical offense, but we’ll distribute the ball like a spread. We’re just 
pitching it rather than throwing it.”

Senior Matt Toles and junior Blane Cannon are the stalwarts on an 
offensive line that Bland believes is the most talented and deepest he’s 
had at MC: “We’ve got a lot of guys who fit into our style.” Among 
them is newcomer Dedric Smith, a transfer who played in a similar 
style of offense at Southwest Mississippi CC.

On defense, MC put two players on the preseason All-GSC squad: 
lineman Fred Walls, a Memphis transfer in 2018, and linebacker Jona-
than Jones, a former Southern Miss player.

“Fred is a powerful kid with good speed,” Bland said. “He’s a good 
leader. He’s quiet, leads by example. That’s probably the best kind of 
leader. I think he’ll do great things for us.”

Jones had 55 tackles, second on the team, in 2019. 
“He made a lot of plays in 2019, all over the field,” Bland said. “He’s 

an impact player in our league.”
Another impact player is safety Josh Miller, a vocal leader on the 

Choctaws’ D. 
“He knows when and when not to speak,” Bland said. “He knows 

when to get in somebody’s face. And he works hard. I’ve never seen 
anybody work harder over this time than Josh has.”

New to the defense is defensive back Braxton Hall, a redshirt fresh-
man from Hoover, Alabama, who went through spring drills and raised 
eyebrows. 

“Everybody will know his name by the end of the season,” Bland 
said.

It’s the start of the season that has everybody’s attention at the mo-
ment. It’s been a long time coming.

Photo Special to The Clinton Courier 
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General and Cosmetic 
Dentistry

Children and Adults
Most Insurance Accepted

Gentle dental care for the entire family

NEW PATIENTS 
& EMERGENCIES 

WELCOME

www.turnagefamilydentistry.com • turnagedental@gmail.com
505-C Springridge Road • Springridge Village Shopping Center • Clinton, MS  39056

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

Mekhi Thomas
Makayla Ware
Brycen Gunn
Baileigh Gunn

Tyjuan Hatter Jr
Henry Montgomery
Evan Montgomery

Evan Teten
Anna Haskins
Albert Wang

Jase Horne
Kendall Gibbs
Devin Gibbs

Addaleigh Graves
Charlotte Mason
Peyton Mosley
Dallas Booten
Laila Hampton
Kylee Spires

Bella Ash

Kingston Hobson
Dylan Ellington

Mackenzie Opela - 
Dickerson

Kinsley Hardy
Major White
Lily Williams
Kane Bishop
Elliot Bishop
Aiden Burt

Skylar polk
Audrey White

Cassidy Whitehead
Colin Whitehead
Tyler Hubbard
Josie Wright

Jayce Hubbard
Cooper Dozier

L.J Dozier
Kyle Taylor

Sean Rosario
Anna Rosario

Alijah Anderson
Audrey Lay

Sydeny Turnage
Swayzie Turnage

     

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
In Person 9AM & 11AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
For All Ages 10AM

Online & SuperTalk Radio
 Offering Online Worship Each Sunday

Visit Our Website & Facebook Page

Broadcast on 
SuperTalk Radio 97.3 FM

Sundays at 11AM

100 Mt. Salus Drive
601-924-6671

Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Ricky James

www.firstmethodistclinton.org
JOIN US ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

DINNER & DISCIPLESHIP FOR ALL AGES

 

601-924-5961 
www.mcraneymcraney.com 

 
Financial Coaching 
Debt Negotiation 

 
Estate Planning  
Wills & Deeds 

Probate 
 

Agreed Divorce 
Child Support 

 
Document Review 
Contracts & Leases 

 
Personal Injury & Car Wrecks 

 

*Payment Plans Available 

*Saturday Appointments Available 
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Mr. Clinton Arrow: Danny Davis
By Nash Nunnery 

Danny Davis is as synonymous with Clinton High School 
football as the iconic arrowhead logo and remains a signif-
icant thread of the fabric that defines the proud history of 
the Arrows program.

For the past 41 seasons, Davis has served as the distinc-
tive voice behind the press box mike at historic Roy Bur-
kett Field and now Arrow Field. But that’s not all – the tal-
ented Texas native also has been the Arrows football beat 
writer, cranking out game stories over the years for both the 
now-defunct Clinton News and the current Clinton Courier 
newspapers. Wait, there’s more.

The dulcet-toned Davis also is the Hinds Community 
College football PA announcer and was behind the mike 
for the Mississippi High School Activities Association state 
football championships for a decade.

But Davis is a walking, talking data bank of CHS 
football.

In the eyes of many, Danny Davis IS Mr. Clinton Ar-
row. Consider this:

Clinton has played 981 football games all-time – Da-
vis has attended 535 of those games and worked most 
of them as PA announcer and/or beat writer. That’s 55 
percent of all Arrows football games played in the 101-
year history of the program.

“Clinton Arrows football is my passion,” said Davis, 
matter-of-factly. “Some guys golf, some fish – Arrows 
football is what I like to do. [Former CHS] coach [Jer-
ry] Lyons gave me this opportunity nearly 42 years ago, 
and I’m still very appreciative to still be doing what I 
love.”

Davis launched his PA announcing career in Clinton 
at the last home game of the 1979 season. He was asked 
by Lyons to substitute for beloved long-time announcer 
Judge Arden Barnett, who began his tenure at old Crain 
Field in 1955. 

“Judge Barnett had a conflict with the last game 
that year, and he was thinking about retiring, as 
well,” Davis said. “The judge was so smooth and 
professional with his announcing.  He was known 
all over town and had been doing the job since be-
fore the [coach] Roy Burkett era. 

“I had some big shoes to fill following Judge Bar-
nett.”

The journey to public address announcer and 
sportswriter began for Davis in his native Texas.

Before moving with his family to Mississippi, Davis 
was raised in tiny Talco, Texas (population 1,000), locat-
ed in the extreme northeast corner of the Longhorn State. 
The family home was nestled across the street from the 
high school, where Davis’ brother played football for the 
Talco Trojans in the late 1950s. Young Danny became 
smitten with high school football at an early age.

“Talco had some great teams, and I really enjoyed the 
atmosphere,” he said. “I’d be wide-eyed on those Friday 
nights going to watch the Trojans.”

His dad worked for Texaco and was transferred to Co-
lumbia (hometown of former legendary CHS coach Roy 
Burkett) in south Mississippi when Davis was eight. As 
he got older, Davis considered playing high school foot-
ball for the Columbia WIldcats but decided he wasn’t 
big or fast enough.

Instead, the enterprising youngster took an interest in 
radio and became a disc jockey at the local station as a 
high school junior.

“The [musical] format was all over the place – coun-
try, gospel and rock and roll,” Davis said. “I took the 

rock and roll shift. I guess you could say my announcing career was born 
in Columbia.”

His first real brush with Clinton Arrows football came in 
1976, when Davis became the color analyst on CHS football 
broadcasts for Mississippi College-sponsored station WH-
JT-FM. He was paired with play-by-play announcer Russ 
Robinson, who Davis had known for a few years. However, 
Davis was dismissed following the season.

“The school indicated to me that only MC students could 
participate on WHJT programming,” he said.

However, the story doesn’t end there.
The contemplative Davis was already bitten by 

the Arrows football bug. Liv-
ing on Amherst Street across 
the street from Roy Burkett 

Field, Davis continued to 
attend CHS games as a fan 
until he got that fateful 
call to serve as substitute 
PA announcer for the last 
home game in 1979.

He hasn’t left his perch 
in the Arrows press box 
since.

“There’s just some-
thing about seeing that 
red helmet with the ar-
rowhead on the side 
that excites me,” he confessed. “I still get but-
terflies before the start of each season.”

Covering Arrows football as the Courier’s beat writ-
er in addition to his PA duties at Arrows home games, 
Davis says Friday nights in the fall can be taxing. 

“It’s a long day,” he said. “I get to the stadium around 
five, talk with my spotter and the radio crew, and get 
the starting lineups from both teams. I keep statistics 

the old-fashioned way, with pen and paper, using forms I’ve 
used since I started.

“The keys to both jobs are be prepared to be in a 
hurry, always have a good spotter and allow your-
self to be a ‘homer,’ as long as you give the other 
team credit.”

Following the game, home or away, Davis still 
has quotes to capture from coaches and players for 

his story. Often times, players are quick to leave the 
locker room after the game, but Davis knows he’ll find 

the coaches in their office.
“I hate to see the Arrows lose, but the coaches hate it more,” he said. 

“The worst is having to ask them questions after a loss 
– of course, they’re not in a good mood, but, thankful-
ly, the coaches have always been willing to talk.”

Though he enjoys the larger press box and other ame-
nities offered by Arrow Field, Davis longs for the days 
CHS teams played at venerable Roy Burkett Field.

“Arrow Field is an awesome facility, but Roy Bur-
kett Field will always hold a special place in my heart,” 
he said. “I have an emotional attachment to that place, 
so filled with history and Arrows legends of the past.”

With his work spanning six decades, Davis is asked how 
much longer he’ll be behind the Arrow Field PA mike.

“I had no idea I’d still be in the press box after all 
these years,” Davis admitted. “My son Brad played for 
CHS in the early 2000s, and I’m still doing this eighteen 
years later.

“It may come to a point where they want someone 
younger, but I’m just as passionate about Arrows foot-
ball today as I was in 1979.”

Spoken like Mr. Clinton Arrow.

A 1984 game program photo of Davis

Football program photo of Davis circa 2006 at the old Roy Burkett Field

Danny Davis being interviewed before 
the 2016 CHS vs. Brandon game

Danny Davis with star Arrows quarterback Cam Akers after the Arrows’ first-ever MHSAA Football Championship in December 2016 at Starkville
All photos Special to The Clinton Courier 
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Like Us on Facebook For more listings, visit our website: GodfreyMchannRealty.com

EAGLE LAKE
$279,900-3BR/2.5BA

Mark McNeece
601-214-1949

MALLARD LAKES
$24,900- ± 0.67 Acres

Karen Godfrey
601-672-0829

RAYMOND
$372,600-3BR/2.5BA

Lynn Dilmore
601-214-8829

BENTON
$364,000-± 115 Acres

Mark McNeece
601-214-1949

CLINTON
$79,800-± 7 Acres
Bracey Godfrey

601-832-3971

“ALL THINGS REAL ESTATE”
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CLINTON
$160,000- ± 5 Acres

Brad McHann
601-259-0269

CLINTON
$199,900-3.21 Acres

Brad McHann
601-259-0269

JACKSON
$125,000-3BR/2BA

Bracey Godfrey
601-832-3971

JULY TOP PRODUCERS
TOP SELLING AGENT       TOP LISTING AGENT

Mark McNeece
601-214-1949

markmcneece@gmail.com

Lee Irwin
601-259-5544

lsirwin@yahoo.com
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Shop online featuring Tire Finder

FREE
TIRE ROTATION &
BRAKE INSPECTION

OFFER EXCLUDES AFTERMARKET WHEELS

Hwy 80 ¥ Clinton
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Jones departs City position after eight years of service

Mark Jones

By Datti Jinkiri 

Longtime City of Clinton employee Mark Jones announced re-
cently that he will depart from his role as the City's Director of 
Communication. Jones, who started working for the City in 2013, 
was the first person to serve in what was then a new position. Jones 
is leaving to take the position of Chief Communication Officer for 
the Mississippi Department of Human Services.

Jones was the hub for all of the City's communications services, as 
he operated as the public information officer. He managed the City's 
website, social media outlets and advertising. He was also the media 
contact for the City, and he acted as the liaison between the govern-
ment and the local media outlets.

Jones, whose family moved to Clinton in 1982, received a bach-
elor’s degree in mass communication from Mississippi College in 
1995. After his undergraduate career, Jones and his wife, Kelly, 
moved to Texas, where he received his Master of Divinity from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.

The family returned to Mississippi in 2003, and Jones has served 
in several positions, including on-air radio personality for WHJT, 
senior pastor for Mantee Baptist Church, vice president for com-
munications and development for The Center for Christ and Cul-
ture, and director of communications and board development for 
the Salvation Army, among other titles.

Jones says he is grateful for the time that he served with the City.
“I'm very appreciative of the opportunity that I was given to build 

the City's communication department,” Jones said. “I'm thankful 
that I was able to work with Mayor Phil Fisher and all of the other 
City officials.”

“The best part of the job was my co-workers,” Jones continued. 

“I worked with great co-workers in the City, and I was no doubt the 
beneficiary of their hard work.”

Rusty Bryant, the general manager of Brilla Soccer Ministries, 
has been friends with Jones for many years; and says he is excited 
to see his friend transition to a new phase in his life.

“Mark has been such a great ambassador for our city for so many 
years,” Bryant said. “He loves Clinton and the people that he has 
served.”

“His compassion for others will serve him well in his new role, 
and I'm excited to see how God uses him in this new season of 
life.”

Photo courtesy City of Clinton
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Living Young group enjoys watermelon social

 On August 3, 
"National Water-
melon Day," Home-
Care Hospice and 
Clinton Therapeutic 
Recreation held a 
watermelon social 
party for the Living 
Young group (ages 
50+) Guests en-
joyed juicy water-
melon, tasty treats, 
watermelon lemon-
ade, and learned 
a new dance - the 
Watermelon Crawl.

Kristian Jones, Dorothy Coleman, Chandler Jones, Anne Lovelady, Olivia Bolden and Erma Clark

Shirley Jones, Minnie Haralson, Elizabeth Johnson, Yvonne Alexander, Linda Chatman and Jo Mary Turner

Brianna Gardner, Chandra Broomfield, Paige Lewis, Kathy Cooper and Hollie Barlow

All photos by Susalyn Bennett.

Connect with 
Main Street ClintonFor More Information, Please Contact

Main Street Clinton 601.924.5472

The Sandlot
September 10 • Movie Will Start At Dusk

MAIN STREET CLINTON PRESENTS

Enjoy dinner from one of our great local restaurants.

JEFFERSON STREET
OLDE TOWNE CLINTON

SEPT 24 
The Blind Side

OCTOBER 8 
Coco 

OCTOBER 22 
Hocus Pocus

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

601-460-0256

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er – Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 
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Clinton schools start 2021-22 school year

Jeron Benson and Gabriel Benson, 7th

Levi Cook, 8th; and Sabine Cook, 10th Ian Dunson, 6th Jayden Fields, 8th; and Justyn Fields, 5th

Kayla Coleman, 8th; and Kenneth Coleman, 5th

Eleanor Gilliam, PreK; Kate Gilliam, 7th; and 
Caleb Gilliam, 1st

Haddie Heindl, 8th; Esli Heindl, 7th; Ashlyn Heindl, 6th; Canon Derden

Kinley Brooks, 5th; and Kaytlin Brooks, 8th

All photos Special to The Clinton Courier
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Clinton schools start 2021-22 school year

William Lenoir, 7th; and Willow Lenoir, 6th

Leah Threadgill, 1st; J.T. Threadgill, 6th; and 
Addie Threadgill, 4th

Bradley Powell, 4th; and Katey Powell, 7th Mati Claire Miley, 9th; Mattox Miley, 6th; Merritt Miley, 4th; and Mason Miley, 1st

Swayzie Vaught, 7th; and Skyla Vaught, 10th Clara McCombs, 8th; Emillie McCombs, 11th; 
and Katherine McCombs, 12th

Gabriel Moore, 8th; and Imani Moore, 5thEthan Knox, 6th; Aiden Knox, 8th; and Jaxon Knox, 1st

All photos Special to The Clinton Courier
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DR. RYAN TRACY
Fami l y  Den t i s t r y

601-924-0770

www.r yantracydmd.com • 104 Cl inton Center  Dr ive

 Your gums.
Your health.

Fact: 90% of people in America have gum disease, but only 30% get 
treated. And it’s about more than your teeth. Studies link gum  

disease with heart disease, stroke, diabetes, low birth  
weight babies and some forms of cancer.

Now, there are alternatives to traditional gum surgery with the LANAP®  
protocol, the only FDA-certified laser treatment for gum disease.

Less Pain • Faster Healing Time • No Cutting or Stitching
If you have gum disease, Dr. Ryan Tracy can help you  

bring your mouth and gums back to health.  
Get in touch, and get your health on the right track.

Have you been told about gum disease?

Healthy gums. 
Healthy smiles.

Clinton Blvd:

Arrow Wine
Big Lots

Great Wall
YMCA

Parkway:

Ace Hardware
Baptist Healthplex

Fox’s Pizza Den
Visitor Center

Lenny's Sub Shop
Atlas Greek Down South

Raymond:

Subway
Ricks Wellness Complex

Courthouse
Sunflower

Penn’s

Springridge:

Froghead Grill
Salsa's

Cowboy Maloney’s
Dairy Queen

George Lester
Hot Bowl

Lillies

Mazzio’s Pizza
Obie’s Chevron
Shipley Do-Nuts

Wing Stop
M&P Bank

Highway 80:

Gaddis & Mclaurin
Chevron

Bolton Public Library
MS Ag

City Hall
L&K Grocery

M&P Bank

Bolton:

Visit any of these locations to pick up your copy

Downtown:
303 Jefferson

Clinton Chamber Office
The Clinton Courier

Cups
Olde Towne Barre

Pimento's Cafe
US Post office

Hair Affair

Northside:

Indian Lanes
Quick Stop Gas

Quisenberry Library
Super Value Grocery

Tangles
Uptown Restaurant

Wayne’s/Inspired Foto
Donut Palace

4C’s

And 75 other locations

or call 601-990-9511
to subscribe

Board OKs more than 
$43,000 in grants, donations
By Katherine R. Dougan 

At the August 3 Board of Aldermen’s meeting, the Board voted to 
accept $43,090 in grants and donations.

The Clinton Police Department (CPD) received a $30,000 MCOPS 
grant to fund three school resource officers from the Mississippi 
Department of Education in partnership with the Clinton Public 
School District.

The CPD SWAT team received $5,340 from The NRA Foundation 
to purchase seven Peltor tactical communications headsets. 

A donation of $2,250 in equipment was received by CPD in the 
form of fifteen single-person medical kits for use by the SWAT team 
in order to provide first aid equipment for immediate use on the 
scene, before emergency responders and the fire department person-
nel arrive at the scene.

The Board also accepted a Tourism Development Grant Award in 
the amount of $5,500, which will be used to promote musical events 
in the city.

By a vote of 6-1, the Board granted approval for CPD and Dr. 
Godfrey Garner, AJU professor, to establish a policing intelligence 
data program between Mississippi College students and CPD per-
sonnel for education, training and data collection.

Dr. Garner, who authored a textbook on Intelligence Analysis 
Fundaments, will supervise students in the program, with informa-
tion used to access and conduct simple acceptable intelligence prac-
tices, similar to those used in the United States military intelligence 
operations.

Ward 5 Alderwoman Beverly Oliver was the dissenting vote. Oli-
ver expressed concerns about whether the data gathered would vio-
late a citizen’s right to privacy. 

“Are you informing the people you are going to gather data…and 
getting their permission?” Oliver asked CPD Chief Ford Hayman.

Hayman responded that most of the data will be pulled from CPD’s 
arrest module, which is public record, gathering mostly information 
about age, race, gender, and offences. Date of birth and social se-
curity numbers will be redacted from the information used, with 
network analysis included. The analysis would include connections 
between the offender and other individuals. 

“This allows us to identify trends and patterns in crime,” Hayman 
explained. “When it is a matter of public record, we don’t have to 
inform anybody.” 

City Attorney Will Purdie agreed that the program will not be in 
violation of any of Oliver’s concerns. 

Chief Hayman explained that the process of identifying known 
associates is part of crime investigation.

There will be a work session for the Board at 5:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, August 16, with a regular board meeting at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
August 17. Both are open to the public and will be held at the Mu-
nicipal Courtroom at 305 Monroe Street.
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Vargheese named overall DYW scholastic winner
By Will Brown 

Abigail Vargheese, a senior 
at Clinton High School (CHS), 
recently competed in the 2022 
Distinguished Young Wom-
en (DYM) of Mississippi pro-
gram, which was held July 22-
24 in Meridian.

Vargheese was one of twen-
ty-nine Mississippi high school 
seniors selected to compete in 
the annual competition. She 
was named the overall scholas-
tic winner at the competition, 
an award based on academic 
performance, ACT scores and 
counselor recommendations. 

“It was an awesome experi-
ence,” Vargheese said. “I was 
very nervous and excited. On 
Thursday, when we were going 
out on the stage, I was definite-
ly more nervous than excited.”

A proud Clintonian, Var-
gheese is involved with several 
clubs and organizations inside 
and outside of school. She is a 
member of the Crown Club of 
Clinton, National Honor So-
ciety, Clinton Chamber Youth 
Leadership, CHS Student 
Council, and the Clinton High 
band, which she says is her fa-
vorite extra-curricular activity. 

“I love doing all the things I 
do, because I love being able 
to help my community,” Var-
gheese said. Vargheese plays 
the clarinet during marching 
and concert season and partic-
ipates in the Winter Guard at 
Clinton High School. She is 
also a member of the Chemis-
try Club at Clinton High, and 
says chemistry is her favorite 
subject to study. 

“My favorite subject is tough, 
it’s probably either chemistry 
or math, but I also love histo-
ry and English; so, basically, 
I love everything,” Vargheese 
said. 

The Distinguished Young Women of Mississippi program 
was founded in 1958 and is a free program which 
empowers young women and helps them reach their 
full potential. The program provides over $1 billion 
in scholarship opportunities and offers a Life Skills 
Workshop that prepares girls for success once they 
finish high school.  The program is structured around 
the five elements of the “Be Your Best Self Model,” 
which include being healthy, ambitious, involved, re-
sponsible and educated. 

During the competition, con-
testants are divided into two 
groups, called Diamond and 
Sapphire. The competition 
breaks down into three portions: 
fitness, talent, and self-expres-
sion.  On the first two nights, 
one group performs in fitness 
and self-expression, while the 
opposite group competes in tal-
ent, then vice-versa.  

For the fitness portion, con-
testants perform a choreo-
graphed routine; and, in the 
self-expression portion, they 
answer a series of questions 
on stage in under thirty sec-
onds. For the talent portion, 
contestants perform a talent of 
their choosing, and Vargheese 
performed a Bollywood dance 
routine called “Aaja Nachle.” 

On the final night, the top 
ten finalists are announced and 
perform in all three categories 
again before the overall win-
ners are named and a new Dis-
tinguished Young Woman of 
Mississippi is crowned.

Vargheese says that it was an 
honor to compete with the oth-
er girls in the program. 

“They were very supportive, 
very friendly, always there to 
cheer you up with a smile or a 
joke,” Vargheese said. “I will 
always have that friendship 
with them.” 

Contestants spent the week 
living with host families and 
practicing with one another, 
and, due to COVID protocols, 
were unable to see their fami-
lies until Friday evening. Var-
gheese said spending time with 
the other contestants strength-
ened their bonds. 

“The girls were so supportive. 
We were like a little family, be-
cause we didn’t have our own 
families there,” Vargheese said.

After graduating, Vargheese 
hopes to attend the University 

of Chicago to become a pediatrician, work with UNICEF, and 
travel to countries in need of doctors. 

“After this, I hope to do my best and be my best self, 
as the program says,” Vargheese said. She hopes that the 
experience of being in this competition will prepare her 
for what comes next. 

“I took away from this that, no matter what you got at 
the actual awards, you are a distinguished young woman, 
and you deserve to be there. You are going to make a 
change in this world, if you choose to.”

All photos Special to The Clinton Courier
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All courts under emergency 
order regarding COVID-19
Special to The Clinton Courier 

Mississippi Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike Randolph issued 
an emergency order implementing COVID-19 safeguards in all 
courts in the state.

The emergency order gives individual judges discretion to adopt 
safety measures. Judges have discretion to postpone jury trials 
scheduled through September 10. The order calls for use of telecon-
ferencing, videoconferencing and electronic filing to limit in-per-
son contact in courts. The order allows felony plea hearings, felony 
sentencing hearings and probation violation hearings to be conduct-
ed remotely by way of interactive audiovisual equipment.

Chief Justice Randolph in Emergency Administrative Order 21 
said, “If not otherwise prohibited, all courts are urged to limit 
in-person, courtroom contact as much as possible by utilizing avail-
able technologies, including electronic filing, teleconferencing, and 
videoconferencing.” The order said, “Any in-person proceedings 
shall be limited to attorneys, parties, witnesses, security officers, 
members of the press, and other necessary persons, as determined 
by the trial judge.”

Chief Justice Randolph said that all courts have a constitutional 
and statutory responsibility to remain open. The order sets out a list 
of more than a dozen kinds of proceedings which must be conduct-
ed in person if remote technology is unavailable or not feasible.

Judges are strongly encouraged to refer to guidance issued by the 
Mississippi State Department of Health for preventing spread of 
COVID-19, including recommendations for social distancing, ca-
pacity limitations on gatherings and personal protective measures 
including face coverings.

$20

 $10

 $15

 $10
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RUSSELL’S REFRIGERATIONFINANCING AVAILABLE

400 Cynthia Street • Clinton, MS 39056 • 601-924-2518
Now is the time for your Summer Service Check Up. Call today to schedule an appointment.

SAME GREAT SERVICE FOR THE LAST 34 YEARS

Holy Ghost Missionary Baptist Church honors Burses

Susalyn Bennett 

Pastor Jimmie D. Burse, Sr. and First Lady Celia A. Burse.
Susalyn Bennett 

Pictured (l to r) are Dale Burse, Lashanda Alexander, Shelia McCollum, Mariah Redmond 
Weathersby, Latesha Roby and Jarius Jermon Burse, Sr.

Selena Slater Selena Slater

A drive thru celebration 
honoring Pastor Jimmie 
D. Burse, Sr. and First 
Lady Celia A. Burse was 

recently held at Holy Ghost 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
The Burses were celebrated 
for twenty-seven years 
of loyal, dedicated and 

faithful service.
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Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Life at
Riggs Manor Retirement Community

is all about choices...
let us be your choice for retirement 

living in the metro Jackson area !
Our campus features the choice of

 · Independent Living Apartments & Garden Homes
 · Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
 · Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

CALL us today to schedule your tour & FREE Lunch

(601) 857-5011
Experience the faith based difference,

Not for Profit DIFFERENCE

Le Bonté contributes 
to school supply drive

Special to The Clinton Courier 

A July school supply drive for the Clinton Community Christian Corporation (4C’s) gained 
support from throughout the area as the opening of the new school year approached.  Carol 
Pate, right, treasurer of the Le Bonté Women’s Club, presents a check from the club to Dr. 
Laurie Lawson, 4C’s executive director, for backpacks to be filled with the school supplies.  Dr. 
Lawson pointed out that the annual drive coordinated this year by WAPT and United Way at 
the Clinton Walmart resulted in contributions from Walmart, County Line and Madison; Clinton 
Health Advocacy Network (CHAN); and numerous private donations.  The 4C’s, begun in 1971 
and chartered in 1974, is a non-profit, tax-exempt social service agency working to create 
awareness of needs and to coordinate resources and efforts to meet the needs.  The agency 
is located at 2001 West Northside Drive.
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Mt. Salus students excited to begin new school year

The Mt. Salus Class of 2022

Owen Whittle Rebecca Gregory Shaw Maner and Kyleigh Whittle Simon Govero

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Noelle Pandit, Tommie Hunter and Caden Hupperich; 
second row: Amiyah Butler; third row: Brayden Robins, Skylar Dawson, Harper Whittle and 
Katherine Addington; and back row: Khaden Robinson and William Addington.

Tommie Hunter, Noelle Pandit and Skylar Dawson

Noelle Pandit and Harper Whittle

All photos Special to The Clinton Courier.
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(Continued on next page)
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MS residents scramble to get last Walking Liberty Rolls

■ GOT ‘EM: Residents all across Mississippi who get their hands on these State 
Restricted Silver Walking Liberty Bank Rolls are definitely showing them off. That’s 
because they are the only ones known to exist. And here’s the best part, these Bank 
Rolls are loaded with U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberty coins some dating back to 
the early 1900’s and worth up to 100 times their face value so everyone wants them.

 MISSISSIPPI - Once Mississippi 
residents got wind that Mississippi 
State Restricted Bank Rolls filled with 
Silver Walking Liberties dating back 
to the early 1900’s were being handed 
over, there was a mad dash to get them. 
That’s because some of these U.S. 
Gov’t issued silver coins are already 
worth hundreds in collector value.
 “It’s like a run on the banks. The 
phones are ringing off the hook. That’s 
because everyone is trying to get them 
before they’re all gone,” according 
to officials at the National Mint and 
Treasury who say they can barely keep 
up with all the orders.
 In fact, they had to impose a strict 
limit of 4 Mississippi State Restricted 
Bank Rolls. So, if you get the chance 
to get your hands on these State Re-
stricted Bank Rolls you better hurry 
because hundreds of Mississippi resi-
dents already have and you don’t want 
to miss out.
 You see, the U.S. Gov’t stopped 

minting these Silver Walking Lib-
erties in 1947 and there can never 
be any more which makes them ex-
tremely collectible.
 And here’s the best part. The rolls 
are unsearched so there’s no telling 
how much they could be worth in 
collector value.
 That’s why at just the $39 state 
minimum set by National Mint and 
Treasury it’s a deal too good to pass 
up.
 But you better hurry because 
these Mississippi State Restricted 
Bank Rolls are the only ones known 
to exist and Mississippi residents 
are grabbing them up as fast as they 
can.
 That’s because they make amazing 
gifts for children, grandchildren and 
loved ones. Just imagine the look 
on their face when you hand them 
one of the State Restricted Rolls — 
they’ll tell everyone they know what 
you did for them.

MISSISSIPPI - “It’s a miracle these 
State Restricted Bank Rolls even ex-
ist. That’s why Hotline Operators are 
bracing for the flood of calls,” said 
Laura Lynne, U.S. Coin and Currency 
Director for the National Mint and 
Treasury.

For the next 2 days the last remain-
ing State of Mississippi Restricted 
Bank Rolls loaded with rarely seen 
U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Lib-
erties are actually being handed over 
to Mississippi residents who call the 
State Toll-Free Hotlines listed in to-
day’s newspaper publication.

“I recently spoke with a numismatic 
expert in United States of America 
coins and currency who said ‘In all my 
years as a numismatist I’ve only ever 
seen a handful of these rarely seen 
Silver Walking Liberties issued by 
the U.S. Gov’t back in the early 1900’s. 
But to actually find them sealed away 
in State Restricted Bank Rolls still in 
pristine condition is like finding bur-
ied treasure. So anyone lucky enough 
to get their hands on these Bank Rolls 
had better hold on to them,’” Lynne 
said.

“Now that the State of Mississippi 
Restricted Bank Rolls are being of-

Last State Restricted Silver Walking Liberty 
Bank Rolls go to Mississippi residents
Mississippi residents get first dibs on last remaining Bank Rolls loaded with U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking 
Liberties dating back to the early 1900’s some worth up to 100 times their face value for the next 2 days

 STATE DISTRIBUTION: A strict limit of 4 State Restricted Bank Rolls per MS resident has been imposed

SILVER: one of the last silver 
coins minted 
for circulation

RARELY SEEN:
minted by the u.s. 

mint in the early 1900’s

ENLARGED 
TO SHOW DETAIL:
year varies 1916-1947

VALUABLE: minted in 
philadelphia, denver 

& san francisco
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Yes. These U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberties were minted in the early 1900’s and 
will never be minted again. That makes them extremely collectible. The vast majority of 
half dollars minted after 1970 have no silver content at all and these Walking Liberties were 
one of the last silver coins minted for circulation. That’s why many of them now command 
hundreds in collector value so there’s no telling how much they could be worth in collector 
value someday.

Are these Silver 
Walking Liberties 
worth more 
than other half 
dollars:

How do I get the 
State Restricted 
Walking Liberty 
Silver Bank Rolls:

Mississippi residents are authorized to claim up to the limit of 4 State Restricted Walking 
Liberty Silver Bank Rolls by calling the State Toll Free Hotline at 1-800-979-3771  
Ext. RWB1515 starting at precisely 8:30 am this morning. Everyone who does is getting the 
only State Restricted Walking Liberty Silver Bank Rolls known to exist. That’s a full Bank Roll 
containing 15 Silver Walking Liberties from the early 1900’s some worth up to 100 times their 
face value for just the state minimum set by the National Mint and Treasury of just $39 per Silver 
Walking Liberty, which is just $585 for the full Bank Rolls and that’s a real steal because non 
state residents are not permitted to call before 5 pm tomorrow and must pay $1,770 for each 
Mississippi State Restricted Walking Liberty Silver Bank Roll if any remain.

Why are 
so many 
Mississippi 
residents 
claiming them:

Because they are the only State Restricted Walking Liberty Silver Bank Rolls known to exist 
and everyone wants their share. Each Bank Roll contains a whopping 15 Silver Walking 
Liberties dating back to the early 1900’s some worth up to 100 times their face value. Best 
of all Mississippi residents are guaranteed to get them for the state minimum set by the 
National Mint and Treasury of just $39 per Silver Walking Liberty for the next two days.

How much are 
State Restricted 
Walking Liberty 
Silver Bank Rolls 
worth:

It’s impossible to say, but some of these U.S Gov’t issued Walking Liberties dating back to 
the early 1900’s are worth up to 100 times the face value and there are 15 in each Bank Roll 
so you better hurry if you want to get your hands on them. Collector values always fluctuate 
and there are never any guarantees. But we do know they are the only Mississippi State 
Silver Bank Rolls known to exist and Walking Liberties are highly collectible so anyone lucky 
enough to get their hands on these Silver Bank Rolls should hold onto them because there’s 
no telling how much they could be worth in collector value someday.

FACTS: If you are a Mississippi State Resident read the important information below about claiming 
the State Silver Bank Rolls, then call the State Toll-Free Hotline at 8:30 am:  1-800-979-3771 
EXT: RWB1515

HOW TO CLAIM THE LAST STATE RESTRICTED BANK ROLLS

(Continued from previous page) SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, LLC IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. MINT, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, A BANK OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. IF FOR ANY REASON 
WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM SHIPMENT YOU ARE DISSATISFIED, RETURN THE PRODUCT FOR A REFUND LESS SHIPPING AND RETURN POSTAGE. THIS SAME OFFER MAY 
BE MADE AVAILABLE AT A LATER DATE OR IN A DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION. OH RESIDENTS ADD 6.5% SALES TAX. NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, PO 
BOX 35609, CANTON, OH 44735 ©2021 NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY.
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fered up we won’t be surprised if 
thousands of Mississippi residents 
claim the maximum limit allowed 
of 4 Bank Rolls per resident before 
they’re all gone,” said Lynne.

“That’s because after the Bank 
Rolls were loaded with 15 rarely 
seen Silver Walking Liberties, each 
verified to meet a minimum collec-
tor grade of very good or above, the 
dates and mint marks of the U.S. 
Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberty 
Half Dollars sealed away inside the 
State of Mississippi Restricted Bank 
Rolls have never been searched. 
But, we do know that some of these 
coins date clear back to the early 
1900’s and are worth up to 100 times 
their face value, so there is no telling 
what Mississippi residents will find 
until they sort through all the coins,” 
Lynne went on to say.

And here’s the best part. If you are 
a resident of the state of Mississippi 
you cover only the $39 per coin state 
minimum set by the National Mint 
and Treasury, that’s fifteen rarely 
seen U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walk-
ing Liberties worth up to 100 times 
their face value for just $585 which 
is a real steal because non state resi-
dents must pay $118 per coin which 
totals $1,770 if any coins remain af-
ter the 2-day deadline.

The only thing Mississippi resi-
dents need to do is call the State 
Toll-Free Hotlines printed in today’s 
newspaper publication before the 
2-day order deadline ends.

“Rarely seen U.S. Gov’t issued 
silver coins like these are highly 
sought after, but we’ve never seen 
anything like this before. According 
to The Official Red Book, a Guide 
Book of United States Coins many 
Silver Walking Liberty Half Dollars 
are now worth $40 - $825 each in 
collector value,” Lynne said.

 “We’re guessing thousands of 
Mississippi residents will be taking 
the maximum limit of 4 Bank Rolls 
because they make such amazing 
gifts for any occasion for children, 
parents, grandparents, friends and 
loved ones,” Lynne continued.

“We know the phones will be 
ringing off the hook. That’s why 
hundreds of Hotline Operators are 
standing by to answer the phones 
beginning at 8:30 am this morning. 
We’re going to do our best, but with 
just 2 days to answer all the calls it 
won’t be easy. So make sure to tell 
everyone to keep calling if all lines 
are busy. We’ll do our best to answer 
them all.” Lynne said.

The only thing readers of today’s 
newspaper publication need to do 
is make sure they are a resident of 
the state of Mississippi and call the 
National Toll-Free Hotlines before 
the 2-day deadline ends midnight 
tomorrow. ■
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Two Ward 6 residents approved for civic service
By Katherine R. Dougan 

At the August 3 meeting of the Board of Aldermen, two Clinton 
citizens were unanimously accepted by the Board to serve as civic 
volunteers. Ward 6 Alderman James Lott III proposed two Ward 6 
residents, Keri Herrington and Heyward Coleman Bell, to serve. 
Herrington will serve on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Com-
mittee, and Bell will serve on the City’s Planning and Zoning Com-
mission.

Herrington, the mother of seven children, homeschooled her chil-
dren and served her church and community for the past fifteen years, 
she stated, explaining that her experience as a primary caregiver 
and educator for her family makes her excellent at multi-tasking. 
Her 2021 Summa Cum Laude graduation from Mississippi College 
and current enrollment at MC College of Law with a 4.0 grade point 
average demonstrate her ability to not only multi-task, but also ex-
hibits a high level of organization and dedication to excellence. She 
received MC’s D.M. Nelson Award in 2021, an award for outstand-
ing graduating seniors.

She serves as director of Women’s Ministry at Vineyard Church 
of Jackson, where she plans and coordinates meetings, organizes 
service projects and orchestrates retreats throughout the year.

Responsibilities and duties of the Clinton Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee deem that the member be active in the com-
munity, anticipating community needs and issues, advocate for 
Parks and Recreation, and serve in an advisory capacity for parks 
and recreation in the city. Members must stay up-to-date on trends 
in parks and recreation, aid in increasing the public’s understanding 
of parks and recreation, and assist, plan and support projects to fund 
renovation and new projects within parks and recreation.

Bell is a registered architect who retired from the State of Mis-
sissippi Bureau of Building in 2020. A graduate of Mississippi 
State’s School of Architecture in 1985, his recent notable projects 
include projects at East Mississippi Community College, the MSU 
Engineering and Science Complex, the Mississippi Shiloh Military 
Monument in Shiloh, Tennessee, Veterans cemeteries in Newton 
and Kilmichael, and the renovation of Lamar Hall on the Ole Miss 
campus.

He was the City architect in Jackson for twenty years, a position 
in which he provided a full scope of architectural services, includ-
ing staff supervision, working with City departments and the City 
Council for projects, providing accounting for Federal, State and 
local project funding, and serving as a committee member to in-
terview and select A/E firms for projects. Bell’s notable projects in 
Jackson include the Davis Planetarium, a new fire station, work at 
the Standard Life Building, and work at Union Station train station/
Greyhound bus station/Jatran transfer facility.

Duties and responsibilities of serving on the Clinton Planning and 
Zoning Commission include holding meetings with regard to the 
City’s planning and zoning ordinances, which include applications 
for amendments to the Official Zoning Map, which includes appli-
cations for rezoning; reviewing all site plans for development of a 
single lot, which includes reviewing sketch plats; and reviewing all 
preliminary plats for proposed Planned Unit Developments, which 
includes plats for proposed conventional subdivisions. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission holds regular meetings on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month. 

For those interested in volunteering in the city, there are lots of 
opportunities to serve. Residents are encouraged to contact their 
alderperson to volunteer and find out more.

Black and white
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OUR OLDE HOUSE
Follow our olde house journey at: TheClintonCourier.net/our-old-house

     Miss Sherry and I live in a circa 1863 house in Olde Towne, 
Clinton. Our house has had at least two major extensions and 
several interior rearrangements during the past 158 years.  As we 
are taking our turn at caring for this part of Clinton’s history, we 
have learned to accept that there are no simple fixes to anything 
that needs attention or updating, and that whoever last fixed 
what we are fixing again did their best with what they had at the 
time; judge not, lest ye be judged.

Gerald Kerner and Sherry Landrum

Civic Corner:
Board of Alderman Recap

By Ricki Garrett, PhD, Alderwoman at Large

The Board of Aldermen met on August 3 for the 
third meeting of the new term, and the new Board 
Members were armed with invaluable information 
provided at the Mississippi Municipal League con-
ference. All seven Board Members attended for the 
first time in many years.

Two appointments were approved as recom-
mended by Alderman James Lott, including Keri 
Herrington to the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee and Heyward Bell to the Planning and 
Zoning Committee.

The Board was pleased to approve the acceptance of a one-mil-
lion-dollar appropriation from the legislature for work on either or 
both Northside Drive and Arrow Drive.  The Board gave a general 
approval for the funds to be used for paving on Northside Drive, a 
widening study of both Arrow Drive and Northside Drive, and light-
ing along the walking path on Arrow Drive.  We are extremely grate-
ful to Speaker Philip Gunn for the appropriation.  

The Board approved a COVID policy for City employees that will 
mirror the policy for seasonal flu.

It was a good night for the Clinton Police Department, with accep-
tance by the Board of a number of grants and other awards and the 
establishment of a policing and intelligence program between MC 
and the Clinton Police Department.  The Board also approved ac-
ceptance of a Tourism Development Grant Award to the Olde Towne 
Depot.

The Board of Aldermen also affirmed the continuance of the Board's 
past tradition of live-stream and in-person meetings of the Board of 
Aldermen Meetings twice a month and making all other meetings 
available to the public in person.  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Space will be provided in each issue of The 
Clinton Courier to the Board of Aldermen for a recap of each 
meeting. Aldermen are asked to volunteer to provide this recap 
for the Courier.

Sign up for the district’s e-mail blast!

Don’t miss your Clinton Public School’s news!

www.ClintonPublicSchools.com

Join our e-mail list 
on the home page 

of our website.

Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE information, call:

1-866-511-0024
or visit MedSupBenefit.com/clintcour

Important changes to the federal Medicare program became 
effective at the beginning of the year. As a result, retirees in 
your state may be eligible for coverage with new options. 
Find out if you qualify for Medicare Supplement insurance 
that can help limit your out-of-pocket expenses.

Information will be provided by Physicians Life Insurance Company

6243_D

Get the facts that matter to you: 

 • Critical dates for Medicare eligibility

 • Options that can help keep more money in your pocket

 • Medicare benefits many retirees may not be aware of

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program. I understand I have no 
obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. (MD, VA: These policies are available to 
people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and 
costs or other coverage details, please contact your insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, 
L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, L035OK, L036OK, L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, L035TN, L036TN, L037TN; L038TN, F001TN, F002TN; 
L030VA, L035VA, L036VA, L037VA, L038VA).
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Metro Mechanical joins Fidelity Building Services Group 

Congressman Thompson announces awards to JSU and Hinds CC

The Bolton News 

Headquartered in Bolton, Metro 
Mechanical, Inc.is a full-service 
commercial mechanical systems 
provider that offers design, fab-
rication, installation, service and 
maintenance for HVAC, plumb-
ing and building automation. As 
of June 30, 2021, Metro Mechan-
ical has been acquired by Fidelity 
Building Services Group (Fidelity 
BSG). Fidelity BSG, headquar-
tered in Spark, Maryland, broad-
ened its presence in the southern 
U.S. through the acquisition of 
Metro Mechanical. 

For twenty-five years, 
Metro Mechanical has 
specialized in commercial 
design/build mechanical 
systems and services, in-
cluding HVAC, plumbing 
and building automation 
and controls to critical 
buildings such as com-
mercial offices, education, 
government, healthcare 
and churches. With locations in 
Mississippi and Louisiana, their 
services range from design, fabri-
cation and installation to ongoing 
service and maintenance. The or-
ganization includes a full team of 
in-house engineers, a dedicated 

Special to The Bolton News  

On August 10, United States Representative Bennie G. Thompson 
(D-MS) announced the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal 
Aviation Administration has awarded grant funds through the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act of 2021 to the Hinds Community College, John 
Bell Williams Airport Authority.  These grants provide economic re-
lief funds for costs related to operations, personnel, cleaning, saniti-
zation, janitorial services, debt service payments, and combating the 

spread of pathogens at the airport.  
Thompson also announced The Na-

tional Science Foundation has awarded 
$300,000 to Jackson State University. 
This project, entitled "EAGER: Path-
way to Commercialization at Historical-
ly Black Colleges and Universities (HB-
CUs)," is under the direction of Almesha 
Campbell. This project seeks to explore 
the technology and technology transfer 
infrastructure at a subset of HBCUs with 
Computer Science and Engineering De-
partments. 

The Congressman’s Bolton office is 
located at 107 West Madison Street, 
Bolton, MS 39041. He can be reached 
at 601-866-9003. 

fabrication shop and onsite train-
ing facilities. 

In its recently published “Metro 
Message,” Metro says that when 
they were initially approached 
with the opportunity to join Fidel-
ity BSG as business partners, they 
knew very little about the organi-
zation. 

“As we did our due diligence, 
we found a group of people that 
strongly resembled the vision and 
culture that we have worked to 
build at Metro Mechanical. Fideli-
ty BSG has assembled a group of 

companies that have risen 
to the forefront of the mar-
ketplace by treating team 
members like family and 
putting the needs of their 
customers as their number 
one goal every day.  Fur-
thermore, Frank White, 
Rick White and Bryan 
Phillips are now operating 
and equity partners in the 
growing organization. We 
are excited to be part of 

the Fidelity BSG family.” 
"Metro Mechanical’s goals and 

values fully align with those of 
Fidelity BSG. They are commit-
ted to service excellence, which 
is reflected in their quality, safety 
and technical acumen," says Dave 

Lanphar, CEO/Partner of Fidelity 
BSG. "We are thrilled to welcome 
the Metro Mechanical team to our 
growing family of companies, and 
we look forward to the opportuni-
ties this partnership will bring." 

The acquisition of Metro Me-
chanical is the latest move in Fi-
delity BSG’s strategic multi-re-
gional growth plan, and it further 
solidifies its presence in the South. 

"For over two decades, Metro 
Mechanical has been delivering 
unparalleled mechanical systems 
solutions to our customers. We 
have been recognized as the re-

gion’s ‘Contractor of Choice,’ be-
cause we have been at the forefront 
of industry advancements, while 
staying true to our commitment of 
customer service and safety," says 
Frank White, President/Partner of 
Metro Mechanical. “Partnering 
with Fidelity BSG will allow us to 
expand on the very commitments 
and values that have made us a 
leader in this space.” 

The portions of Metro Mechani-
cal’s operations that are located in 
the Bolton Industrial Park include 
corporate offices, onsite training 
and fabrication.

Special to The Bolton News  

Frank White 

Special to The Bolton News  

U.S. Rep. Bennie G. Thompson 

Photo by Susalyn Bennet
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200 Depot Street, Bolton MS

601-502-4404

Hand-selected Certified Angus Beef steaks 
seasoned to perfection and seared to your 

preferred temperature
Other specialties include chargrilled duck, redfish, pork chops, 

chicken, salads, Emily's Famous Pimento Cheese,
and a variety of heavenly desserts.

Thurs. through Sat., 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Dine-in or Take-out

855-683-0101

FIGHTING FOR YOUR
SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  
1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County, FL.  Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states.

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly 
income depending on 
your paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed from 
back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need help Getting Social Security Disability Benefits?
We can help!

• We simplify the process & strive for
   quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and takes
   only minutes to complete

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

Successful vaccination clinic 
to be repeated on August 28 
The Bolton News 

Fifty-three people received free COVID-19 vaccinations 
at Mt. Olive M.B. Church earlier this month.. A second free 
COVID-19 vaccination clinic will be held at the church 
on Saturday, August 28, starting at 9 a.m. Mt. Olive M.B. 
Church Fellowship Hall is located at 6449 West Northside 
Drive in Bolton.  Pfizer and Moderna vaccines will be ad-
ministered by the Jackson Hinds Comprehensive Health 
Center. 

COVID-19 vaccinations for Mississippians are avail-
able at no cost from MSDH sites around the state, and 
from local pharmacies and healthcare providers. To find 
a free vaccination site nearby, visit https://msdh.ms.gov/
c19vaccination. 

Registration from 8:00 – 9:00 a.m.  
Clinton Plaza Parking Lot • 200 Clinton Boulevard

Plenty of Parking and Shade • Music and Food Trucks • Open to all Years, Makes and Models  
Adjacent to Olde Towne Shopping and Dining  • Over 30 Awards • Swag Bags First 50 Entries

Show On the  
Brick Streets  
10:00 a.m.

Car parade  
beginning at  

9:00 a.m. 

For  More Information  
Contact Main Street Clinton
601.924.5472  
or ahawks@clintonms.org

EVENT SPONSORS

ROD’S CLINTON 
 AUTO SUPPLY, INC.

RODNEY BRELAND
JUNIOR CIVIC  

LEAGUE CLINTON

$20
PER CAR THROUGH 

SEPTEMBER 10

2021 $25
ON THE  

DAY OF EVENT

saturday,  
september  18

Clinton Endodontics - $500.00 sponsor (Larger logo)
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TIM BRUSS AGENCY
601-924-3090

2020 Highest Customer 
Satisfaction for Life Insurance

Clinton Christian Academy starts 
2021-22 school year off with smiles

CCA seniors Kaymen Wilson, Laney Walters, Tim Love, Josh Pope, Connor Tatum, Ryan Spears, Sadie 
Strickland, Megan Bruner, Nat Toups, Robin Neblett and Avery Davis started their first day of the year off 
with a breakfast together, followed by a police escort to campus.

Annie and Kate Wilson and Natalie King

Dr. Broome and J.D. Broome Kennedy and Alex Regan Kentlee Langdon Kinsey, Jon Coner and Jessica Prevost

Mary Salter and Kayden Smith Sean, Aislynn and Lashundra Winters

Brad Orman and Zach Rogel

All photos by Susalyn Bennett.

Jerry Kerner for Congress 2022 
From the Great State of Mississippi 

I will be an advocate for the People of Mississippi over the agenda
of any political party. Congress should help American citizens, and

especially should not work to expand the power of the government
or elected o�cials. Congress should follow the Constitution, and
always support the wishes of the People over their own opinions.
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Jim Word
Shelter Insurance ®

130 E Northside Dr
Clinton, MS 39056

601.924.3397

JaKayla Johnson

Kam Ruffin

By Datti Jinkiri

JaKayla Johnson entered her freshman season at Jones College on a mission. The 
2020 Clinton High School graduate had finished her high school career with an MH-
SAA Class 6A runner-up finish as well as four straight playoff appearances. She car-
ried that momentum into what turned out to be a phenomenal debut season at Jones 

College.
The 5'9” guard became a First Team 

All-MACCC selection, an All-Region 23 se-
lection, and a Region 23 All-Tournament Team 
selection. She was also a WBCA Coaches 
All-American, capping off an incredible indi-
vidual season. 

Johnson led Jones to an undefeated regular 
season and helped the Bobcats capture their 
fifth-consecutive Region 23 championship. The 
team also clinched the number one seed in the 
NJCAA Division I National Tournament.

Though the Bobcats lost in the first round of 
the national tournament, the season was still a 
historic one for Johnson and the Bobcats. The 
team earned its first number-one ranking in 
school history during the season.

Johnson was a mainstay in the Bobcats' line-
up, making 17 starts in her freshman season. 
She averaged 15.8 points and 5.6 rebounds for 
the 20-1 Bobcats. Her 15.8 points per game 
were the second-highest on the team. Her 5.6 
rebounds were fourth on the team. Johnson also 
shot 40.1 percent from the field and 80.2 per-

cent from the free throw line.
Johnson scored in double figures 16 times last season. She scored a career-high 39 

points (10-17 FG) in a win over Gulf Coast. In a season sweep of nationally-ranked 
Shelton State, she averaged 17.5 points. 

Johnson crossed the 20-point threshold six times last season. She accomplished this 
feat twice in the Region 23 Tournament, when she scored 21 points against Mississip-
pi Delta and 22 points against LSU Eunice.

Johnson was also selected for the NJCAA All-Star Game. The top 40 junior college 
players in the country are chosen each year to play in the game. The honor is a great 
one for Johnson, and she will be looking to follow her impressive debut season with 
an even better second campaign.

After two seasons as a football player at Ole Miss, Kam Ruffin transferred to Austin 
Peay State University. The 2017 Clinton High School graduate had entered Oxford 
as a heralded four-star recruit, but he'd seen limited action. A change in scenery was 
needed. 

Enter Austin Peay State. The Governors were the defending Ohio Valley Confer-
ence (OVC) champions and had qualified for the FCS Playoffs for the first time in 
school history. 

Ruffin made good use of his first year of ac-
tion in Clarksville, Tennessee. In the shortened 
2020-21 season, he featured in eight games and 
made four starts in the safety position. He made 
25 total tackles, including five on two different 
occasions. He tallied five stops in the Gover-
nors' meeting with Cincinnati, the American 
Athletic Conference Champions.

Ruffin also finished tied for the team lead 
with two interceptions. Both came in a road 
game against the number-seven team in the na-
tion, Jacksonville State. Ruffin's second-quar-
ter and fourth-quarter interceptions helped the 
Governors upset Jacksonville State 13-10. The 
win was the Governors' first win in Jacksonville 
since 1979, and Ruffin's effort was good enough 
to see him named OVC Defensive Player of the 
Week.

The Governors finished the season with a 4-5 
record and will be looking to improve on that 
mark in 2021. Ruffin had a solid season individual season and will be looking to 
have an even better second year. He will return to campus as a veteran member of the 
team’s defensive backfield.

Photo courtesy of Jones College Athletics 
JaKayla Johnson

Special to The Clinton Courier 
2017 CHS grad Kam Ruffin
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David H. Bishop 
380 Hwy. 80 E., Ste. D
Clinton, MS 39056
(601) 924-6040
davbishop@alfains.com
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www.AlfaInsurance.com
Call Alfa®. The best agents in the business.

Call Alfa®

For 70 years, customers have counted on Alfa 
Insurance® to protect their cars, homes and 
families. But Call Alfa® is more than just a slogan. 
It’s a commitment to be there. Let us show you why 
Alfa® is the name to call for great rates and helpful, 
hometown service.

11-1-18

1799 Clinton-Raymond Road • Clinton, MS 39056 • 601-924-9999

Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30 PM
August 17 - November 9 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
1799 Clinton Raymond Rd, Clinton MS 

601-924-9999 or dce@orlcms.org
This ministry is free.

 2453 Palestine Rd. Raymond MS| 601-857-0005

HIGHPOINTE BAPTIST CHURCH

COME GROW WITH US!

WHERE JESUS IS THE POINT!
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Clinton Arrows defense 
looks to be good
By Danny C. Davis

Clinton only has two full time 
starters back from last year’s 
team that held opponents to an 
average of only 14 points a game. 
But Arrow defense coordinator 
Hammer Morgan, has reason for 
optimism headed into the 2021 
campaign.

“We graduated a lot of starters 
but have a lot of guys back that 
saw action last year and have a 
strong tenth grade class coming 
up with some big guys up front.

Returning are two guys that 
made a lot of plays last season. 
Senior Tywon Alexan-
der Jr. will start for his 
third season at line-
backer, and senior De 
Andrae Kelly made a 
lot of plays at defen-
sive back last season. 
But junior Kam Gibson 
had a lot of starts at line-
backer. Jacquavyian Carter, a ju-
nior, also saw a lot of action at 
linebacker. Elliot Denson, a se-
nior, and Josh Walker, a junior, 
are also expected to see action at 
linebacker.

“We have a lot of experience 
at linebacker and feel real good 
there,” said Morgan. 

The Arrows may be young on 
the defensive line but may be the 
biggest defensive front in a long 
time.  Led by a couple of soph-
omores, Zay Scott, 6‘3’’, 250 
pounds, at defensive end and T. 
J. Spann 6’3’’, 320 pounds, at 
nose guard, will help out anchor-
ing the defensive line along Ken-
ny Andrews, a junior, 6’2”, 280 
pounds.  Xynarus Haynes, 5’11’’, 
220 pounds, a senior, returns at 

the other defensive end, where 
sophomore Jonathan Flowers, 
6’2”, 275 pounds, is expected to 
also see action. Junior Demarri-
us Boyd, 6’3”, 200 pounds, will 
also see action at defensive end.

The defensive secondary is the 
biggest concern, where Kelly is 
the only full-time starter back, 
but senior Bryce Evans also saw 
a lot of action last season at the 
corner. At safety, senior Charles 
Brown and junior Quinton 
Whitehead both will start, with 
sophomore Donavon Coleman 
also in the mix.

“I think we can look forward to 
our defense having a similar sea-

son as last year,” said Alex-
ander. “The young guys 
are working hard and 
will have the same   te-
nacity we have. We are 

ready to pick up where we 
left off as a hungry team work-

ing towards a championship.”
“We have all played together a 

long time and have good chem-
istry on the team this year,” said 
Kelly. “We wore shirts this sum-
mer that said ‘One play,’ and we 
will not forget this year that we 
were just one play away from the 
championship game last year.”

“We can be a good defensive 
team, if the young guys can get 
some early experience and we 
can stay healthy,” said Morgan. 
“The juniors and seniors got that 
taste of winning last year in the 
playoffs, when we came up just a 
play short of playing for the state 
championship, and the sopho-
more players won championships 
in the eighth and ninth grades and 
are used to winning. We feel this 
is going to be a good year for us.” 
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At the Vicksburg Coding 
Academy students learn 
programming and coding skills 
that are in high demand. 

•  Face-to-Face Classes
•   Earn Course Credit towards         

Associate degree 
•   Earn Microsoft Technology 
certificate

•   Earn Career and Technical 
certificates

•   Located on the Vicksburg Campus
•   ERDC hiring opportunities with 

successful completion!

For more information, contact  
Jim.Dismuke@hindscc.edu
   601-629-6881

u u FALL REGISTRATION FALL REGISTRATION 
           GOING ON NOW!           GOING ON NOW!

Vicksburg Coding AcademyVicksburg Coding Academy

Scan for website

The Vicksburg Coding Academy is a joint venture 
between Hinds CC and the U.S. Army Engineer 
Research and Development Center (ERDC.)

                          Do you feel stuck in yesterday’s technology?Do you feel stuck in yesterday’s technology?
Get the coding skills you need for Get the coding skills you need for today’s workforce!today’s workforce!

Burwell, Jr. participates in Junior 
National Young Leaders Conference
Special to The Clinton Courier  

This summer, Jeremy Burwell, Jr. 
of Clinton joined outstanding students 
from across the nation to take part in 
a unique academic and career-orient-
ed development experience, the Junior 
National Young Leaders Conference 
in Washington, D.C. There, he learned 
about congressional and presidential 
processes, worked with peers on a civic 
engagement project, toured numerous 
historical landmarks and attractions in 
Washington, D.C., and learned lead-
ership qualities and techniques from 
motivational speaker Anthony Robles. 
Robles, the keynote speaker, won the 
2010–11 NCAA individual wrestling 
championship in the 125-pound weight 
class, despite being born with only one 
leg.

The Junior National Young Leaders 
Conference is one of the Envision by 
WorldStrides family of programs that 
enable students to explore their inter-
ests and experience learning beyond the 
classroom.

Burwell, who is eleven years old, was 
nominated by his sixth-grade teacher, 
Amy Bambera, to represent Clinton 
Christian Academy (CCA). Burwell 
excelled at CCA; he was promoted to 
a higher grade in the middle of an aca-
demic year and earned all A’s each term. 
He also earned top academic honors at 

his sixth-grade graduation. Aside from 
academic accomplishments, Burwell’s 
teachers say he exhibits serious leader-
ship potential and is highly respected by 
his peers. 

Burwell’s interests include being an 
artist, gaming YouTuber and avid read-
er. He holds a second-degree black belt 
in TaeKwonDo. He is also an active 
member of Faith Christian Center Min-
istries of Utica, where he has led Bible 
study lessons. When asked about future 
goals, Burwell says he desires to grad-
uate from high school early, so he can 
focus on his career interests at Missis-
sippi State University. He aspires to be 
an aerospace engineer.

Special to The Clinton Courier  

Jeremy Burwell, Jr.
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Karen Godfrey
601-672-0829

KGODFREYSOLDIT@GMAIL.COM
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/KARENGODFREYREALTOR

601-326-3333
repairs overwhelming?

don’t fix it, sell it.

I BUY HOUSES

Rotary of Clinton makes 
donation to CCNC

Special to The Clinton Courier 

Rotary of Clinton recently donated $4,500 to the Clinton Community Nature Center (CCNC). 
Pictured (l to r) are Allen Boykin, Tim Bruss, George Broadstreet, Audrey Harrison (President, 
CCNC), Josh Osborn and Dennis Vandermolen. 
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